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Har very evening, then 
2.0 ** I pretended a violent diſor- 
der in my head, and went 
early to bed. My illneſs, according to 
my rules of phyſic, was to laſt all the 
next day. The Marchioneſs was in 


ſome apprehenſion for me, and came 
Vor. III. B to 
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to fee how 1 was, before Lay down : 
but Lord B-—, who was not fore- 


warned of my plan, committed a moſt 
egregious blumderin his ir ſufferable anx- 


iety for me. At midnight he ventured 
ta come, and tap at the door of my 
chamber, in which the Marchioneſs had 
left one of her women to attend me: 
but, her ſon, ignorant of that circum- 
ſtance, concluding that I was alone, he 
rapped gently at the door; and, on my 
aſking who was there, and what he 


* 


wanted, he replied, open the door to me, 


my dear, open the door to me; you 
have nothing to fear. The maid, won- 
dering who was addreſſed by the ſoft 
expreſſion, my dear, and well knowing 
that it was not applicable to her, had 
almoſt diſcovered our ſecret: and thus 
was I brought to the brink of ruin. See- 
ing her in a good deal of confuſion, I 
forgot for a while the pain in my head : 

and, railing my voice, that the Count 
might 
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might diſtinctly hear me, I deſired her 
tothank him for his goodneſs, and to ac- 
quaint him that I was conſiderably bet- 
ter. He now perceived, that I was not 
alone in my room that night; and luck- 
ly, went away without prefling any 
Further for admittance : but his tender 
manner of accoſting me, and his clan- 
deſtine viſit, filled my mind afreſh with 
a thouſand fears; which were verified, 
a few days after, to my great miſery. 


The maid-ſervants of the houſe, 
though they payed me ſome reſpect, 
as they ſaw that their miſtreſs herſelf 
had a regard for me, treated me, not- 
withſtanding, as one of themſelves ; and 
as a perſon whom the Marchioneſs 
had patronized merely out of compaſ- 
ſion. She, who ſtayed in my room 
with me that night, had a greater al- - 
cendant over her miſtreſs than any of 
the reſt; becauſe ſhe came neareſt her 

B 2 Ss 
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in her auſterity; and in the time of her 
youth had been the faithful repoſitory 


of her frailties. Notwithſtanding her 


great {kill in diſſimulation, I ſaw very 


well, that the accident of that night 
had made ſome impreſſion upon her: 


nor ſhould J have found any advantage 


in endeavouring to remove her ſuſpi- 
cions, by a pretence; and I thought I 
ſhould only make the matrer worſe, by 
ſhewing myſelf apprehenſive of her. 


arrived, 


Early next day, Lady A 


with her huſband, and two other gen- 


tlemen, whom I knew perfectly well. 
All the houſe then reſounded with un- 
uſual mirth : which threw more-gloom 
than gaiety into my mind: for I was 
very much afraid of being ſurptized, 
and diſcovered. . I took all the pre- 


_ cautions that ſeemed moſt likely to ſe- 


cure me in that conjuncture : and, a- 


mongſt-the reſt, 2 Woe not ſuffer the 


window 


h ACTRESS &S. 


window-ſhutters of my chamber to be 
open, under a pretext that the light 
wounded my eyes, and increaſed my 
head-ach. Whenever the maid went 
out of the room, I deſired her to ſhut 
the door carefully after her, pretend- 
ing that I was for endeavouring to get 
a little reſt; as I had ſlept none the 
night before, Who would ſuppoſe, 
that all theſe proviſions were vain; and 
that I fell into a net, which I ſpread 
for myſelf, with my own hands. 


The forenoon paſſed without any ac- 
cident: but in the afternoon, when I 
had taken a little refreſhment, as I 
found myſelf quite exhauſted, I fell 
into a ſound ſleep of two hours; and, 
conſequently, was inſenſible to any thing 
that paſſed in my room in that time. 
I awoke in ſome confuſion, hearing 
my door open; but I recovered from 
my alarm, on ſeeing the maid enter, 

| B 3 who 
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who, congratulated me on the comfort- 
able repoſe I had got; I am ſorry, added 
ſhe, that I have diſturbed you, by open- 


ing the door; though I did it as gently 
as I could. The phyſician himſelf, res 


commended it to me to let you fleep ; 


nor would he wake you when he came 
to viſit you: but contented himſelf 
with feeling your pulſe: and, finding 


you had no fever upon you, he went 


away, telling us, that ſleep was your 
propereſt reſtorative; and that as ſoon 
as you awoke, you would be well, 


I was ill enough even before he 
came; and the ſound of theſe words 
made me ill in earneſt : for they ſeemed 
to forebode ſome fatal event. A phy- 
ſician, then, thought I to myſelf, has 
been in my room, and has felt my 
pulſe, without my perceiving it, im- 
merſed in ſleep as I was. Ah! fleep, 


ſleep! thou haſt always been fatal to 


my 


* m_— {es — 
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my quiet, and ſecurity ! If this phyſi- 
cian knew me to be the dancer, who 
was here two years ago, what will-be- 
come of me: fince, as I was aſleep, I 
had it not in my power to beg of him, 
for humanity's ſake not to diſcover me? 
Such were the ideas, which agitated my 
mind, and confounded me to ſuch a 
degree, that I betrayed myſelf. The 
eagerneſs of my anxiety, made me im- 
prudently bold: who ordered you to let 
a phyſician viſit me, without acqaint- 
ing me beforchand that he was coming? 


ſaid I to her: nor, in ſaying fo, did I 


reflect that I was ſpeaking to a perſon, 
whoſe ſuſpicion had been excited, by 
the accident of the preceding night. 
My lady ordered me, anſwered ſhe: 
and I had well nigh, broken out into 


ſome diſapprobation even of her lady- 


ſhip's management ; ſo provoked was 
I at a piece of untoward luck, which 
I took it for granted, had ruined me for 

B 4 ever. 
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ever. I had nothing to ſave me from 
ablolute deſpair, but my hope, that this 
phyſician had not ſeen me before. T, 
therefore, put on an air of more com- 
poſure, and, with a ſeeming indiffer- 
ence, aſked who the phyſician was, that 
had been viſiting me by her lady ſhip's 
order? He was named to me: bur, 
though his name was even new to me, 
having danced before the unknown 
multitude of Palermo, I could not be 
certain that I was as much a ſtranger 
to him, Terror had ſuch an effect 
upon my frame tht. day, that it made 
me ill in reality. I could not be ſure 
whether J was detected or not: and 1 


had yet room to flatter myſelf, that I 


had eſcaped the evil, which I feared 
had befallen me. But I know not how 


it was, my heart had always hitherto- 


too truly preſag d it's misfortunes ; 
and the gloom of paſt experience al- 
molt totally obſcured the cheering rays 


of hope. CHAP. 
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The Marchioneſs diſcourſes with Roſara, 
regarding the Phyſician, and ber 
Daugbier; which augments her Fears. 


S I was a ftranger to my real ſitua- 
tion, every object alarmed me, 
though I knew not, diſtinctly, where 
my danger lay; nor, conſequently, the 
means of obviating it. As I was gene- 
rally thinking of the worſt, which is the 
Caſe with the Naehe ] was, every 
now and then, figuring to myſelf, that 

was before the Marchionels's tribunal, 
that ſhe was upbraiding me for my im- 
poſition, and dooming me to ſevere 
puniſhment for it. In ſuch a caſe, I 
was ſenſible her preſence would be e- 
B 5 noveh 
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enquire: and, I was afraid, that the 


that ſhe might come to an explanation 
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nough to convict me: and I found I 
ſhould not have courage to look her in 
the face. © Had I been certain that the 
phyſician knew me, I would have fled 
from the houſe, and out of Palermo, 
rather than have expoſed myſclf to the 
relentment of a lady, and her mother, 
who had it ſo much in their power to 
chaſtiſe my hypocriſy. I could not tell 
what courſe I ſhould take to reſolve my 
doubts: for, I knew not of whom-to 


marchioneſs, with her uſual art, would 
take care*to have the matter reſerved, 


with me herſelf; in order to make my 
confuſion complete. Alas ! thought I, 
what ſhall I do, on ſuch an attack! and, 
into what corner ſhall I run, to ſpare 
myſelf the bluſhes of conviction! As 
Lady A—— was gone, I expected the 
mine would burſt about my ears; tho” 
my lover, and Don Cirillo, might not 
be 
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be ſo well apprized of my danger. As 
I dreaded an interview with the Mar- 
chioneſs, I thought it would be better 
ſtill to keep my bed; as if I was indiſ- 
poſed : but, ſhould the phylician, 
thought I, return to viſit me, . by her 


orders, I ſhould then be worſe off than' 
before. After I had reſolved theſe cir- 


cumſtances within myſelf, I determined 
to conceal my uneaſineſs, leſt I ſhould 
aggravate my difficulties by my impru- 
dence, The maid, however, on her 
entering my room a few minutes after, 
perceived that I was difordered ; and 
aſked me, how I found myſeli. I told 
her, I was a good deal better, for fear 
of the phyſician ; though in my life I 
was never worſe. , Let us be joyous 
then, ſaid ſhe: for, I believe, we ſhall 


have a marriage in the family ſoon ; as 


the Counteſs of A—— has come to 
propole Lady N- 
Marchiorteſs, for a wife to her ſon: there 

B 6 cannot 
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cannot be a more ſuitable match: and, 
though the Marchione!s is averſe to- 
| having a daughter in law, in the ſame 
1 houſe with her, yet, ſhe will hardly de- 
| chne accepting this young lady: as 


l ſhe has the good fortune to be one of 
her few favourites. 


I only wanted ſuch a blow as this, to 
drive me into an abyſs of miſery : which: 
made me filently invoke death to re- 
eve me.—Wretchcd cares of mine 

Wretched hopes? if this was to be 
| their end! If this match was agree- 
| il | able to the Marchioneſs, how could ir 
| 


— — ͥ X-— ————— —äAä6ĩ—— — 


| be ſuppoſed that her ſon would oppoſe 
the will of a mother, whom he had been 
ſo long cautious not to offend ; and for 
whom he had mate me languich in ſuſ- 
genie ? Should ſhe like her daughter's 
propoſal, and fhould he comply with 
her 45C}nation, how could I ſurvive a 
any the very * of which, 
ä | Tacks 
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racks me ſo inſupportably ? Should I 
not be ſo happy as to marry the Counr, 
which, three years ago, was the aim of 
all my operations, and the fatal cauſe 
of my preſent miſery z; why had F ſuffer- 
ed ſo much in the world, and, at length, 
been pent up, as if I had no longer 
been in the land of the living? No- 
thing remained for me now, but ſome 
abrupt reſolution. As I was under a 
neceſſity of ſacrificing my paſſion to the 
ſport of fortune, it would no longer a- 
vail me to endeavour to keep myſelf 
concealed : and, why need I ſeruple to- 
expoſe my amorous fraud, if he ſhould: 
diſplay his filial obedience, even ar the 
expence of ſacrificing his love? Should 
my firſt fear, of being diſcovered by the 
phyfician, be verfied; and my fecoud: 
more terrible one, of loſing my lover, 
it was better, to fave myſelf the ſhame 
of being detected in a lie, to betake my- 
ſelf to flight; though my flight would 
ac- 
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acknowledge the ſuperiority of my ri- 
val, and bury myſelf in ſome obſcure 
corner of the world. But, wretch that 
I am, thought I, on a ſecond reflection, 
how can I fly? Whither ſhall I go? 
What recourſe can I have? What will 
the world. ſay of me, who, now alive, 
now dead, now riſen again, have given 
people room to ſuſpect, that, through 
my bad conduct, I was afraid to ſup- 
port my exiſtence ? 


In this conflict of thought, I was ſo 
bewildered, that I knew not what to re- 
ſolve: and it ended, at length, in a 
flood of tears. Early, in the evening, 
Lady A ſet out for Palermo; and 
the-Marchioneſs came into my room, to 
ſee how I did. I ſhould not have had 
the courage to look her in the face, if 
I had not been ſtimulated, by curioſity, 
to read, in her countenance, the ſenti- 
ments of her mind. From the gravity 


of 
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of her manner, and the brevity of-her 
ſtile, as they were cuſtomary with her, 
I could not infer that ſhe had made any 
diſcovery, After ſhe had left me, Iaſk- 
ed the ſervant, if the Count's marriage 
was actually agreed upon ? She gave 
me for anſwer, that ſhe knew no more 
of the matter. than what ſhe had told 
me: therefore, I was obliged to pals 
that night, likewiſe, in uncertainty, 
without finding the leaſt abatement of 
my fears. | 


Had I Kill continued to feign myſelf 
fick, my anxiety would not have been 
at all relieved, by the prolongation: of 
that artifice : for I ſhould not“ have 
had an opportunity of ſpeaking either 
with Don Cirillo, or Lord B-—, but 
in the preſence of ſome other perſon, I, 
therefore, got up, next, morning, and 
waited upon the Marchioneſs, accord- 
ing to cuſtom, who had riſen ſome time 
before, 


ö 
| 
| 
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before. She rejoiced to ſee me on foot 
again: but ſhe held a diſcourſe with 
me, on that cccaſion, which, without 
clearing up my doubts, augmented, 
very much, my confuſion. I am heartily 
glad, faid ſhe, that you are better than 
you were: but I was extremely forry 
you were fo indiſpoſed, yeſterday, thar 
you could not ſee my daughter; who 
had a great deſire to be acquainted with 


you. The phyſician, who was with 


you, raiſed in her this curioſity : for he 
ſaid, before all my company, that you 
ſo much reſembled Roſara, the famous 
dancer, who was formerly at Palermo z 


and whom my daughter was ſo fond of, 


that any one would have taken you for 
the ſame, Who had not known ſhe was 
dead. 1 thought 1 ſhould have drop- 
ped down, on hearing theſe words ; and 
nothing keptume upon my feet, but a 
deſire to hear the reſt; that when ſhe 


had done ſpeaking, I might fall down 
be fore 


if 
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before her, and aſk her forgiveneſs.— 
the only reſourſe which now remained 
for me.——You cannot imagine how 
deſirous my daughter was to ſee you, 
from that remark of the phyſician. Her 
head is full of nothing but tuch trifles: 
whereas, I am aſhamed to mention the 
ni mes of juch people, who barter their 
honour to gain themſelves a livelihood v 
and, if 1 thought you reſembled that 
girl, in the leaſt, J ſhould love you leſs 
than I do, that I might not profane hu- 
manity. Such is my daughter's turn; 
and let her follow it: it is no longer 
incumbent upon me to govern her.— 
Hence it comes, that ſhe begged of me 
to ſend you to her houſe, that you may 
ſpend a day with her, as ſoon as you are 
able to make a little journey, of two 
miles. -I have promiſed to comply 
with her humour: and I intend you 
fhall go thither, in a few days, to gratify 
her whimſical curioſity. 


Her 


; 
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Her ſpeech being over, ſhe retired 
into another chamber; a certain ſign 
that ſhe wanted nothing more with me : 
and, I will leave any one to imagine 
how I was thunderſtruck with this un- 
expected diſcourſe. It was now beyond 
a doubt, that the phyſician had known 
me: that he had told it to all the houſe ; 


5 and, that much converſation had paſſ- 


ed on this reſemblance of mine. But 
it was not clear that the Marchioneſs 
thought I had deceived her: for the 
terms, in which ſhe talked to me, 
were ſo equivocal, that no certainty 
could be drawn from them. I was now 
more perplexed ; in more deſpair than 
ever. I knew not what courſe to take. 
To go, and vilit Lady A——, was, I 
thought, the leaſt evil that threatened 
me, in m̃y preſent circumſtances. At 
the worſt, I might confels to her 
the truth; and beg of her to keep me 
with her; and ſkreen me from the re- 

9 ſentment 
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fentment of her mother. But, as to the 
marriage of the Count, which tormented 
me much more, how could 1 ward off 
that? And, what obſtacle could 1 
throw in its way, ſuppoſing I ſhoukd 
even” make Lady A—— acquainted 
with my whole fituation ? J longed. to 
have ſome more light into this dark af- 
fair, from Lord B——, or Don Cirillo ; 
but I had a good while to wait: and, 
at length, I found an opportunity of 
ſpeaking to them both together. Bur, 
after I had ſpoken to them, I only knew 
as much as before: for, the Count 
maintained, that his mother was inform- 
ed of the whole matter: and, Don Ci- 
rillo aſſerted, that ſhe believed, indeed, 
I reſembled Roſara, in my features; 


but that, ſhe did not think I was the 


ſame perſon. We all agreed, that the 
ſentiments of the Marchioneſs were in- 
acceſſible : our meeting affori'ed us no 
materials, to form a determined reſolu- 

* don. 
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tion, They told me, that my intended 
viſit to Lady A could have no- 
thing myſterious couched under it: for, 
that they had heard her deſire the Mar- 
chioneſs to ſend me. They both agreed, 
that the beſt courſe I could take, would 
be, to throw myſelf upon her protec- 
tion; and beg her to be ſilent: nay, 
to ſtrengthen our artifice, by aſſerting 
to her mother, that the phyſician had 
been miſtaken; and, that there was 
only a very faint reſemblance between 
Roſara, the dancer, and me. Not that 
they imagined this project would ſerve 
us for any long time; but, in the pre- 
ſent exigence, they ſaw nothing better. 
And they propoſed to take more ſure, 
and laſting meaſures, at Lady A 85 
where we were all three to meet in coun- 
cil, the day after the morrow. 


I did not find myſelf, by all theſe 
precautions, more ealy than I was be- 
| ſore : 
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fore: though, for the two following 
days, I had not the leaſt reaſon, from 
the Marchioneſs's behaviour, to dread - 


any diſaſter. If I may ſay I ever had 
liberty to converſe with Don Cirillo, and 
with the Count, it was on thoſe two 
days, which preceded my viſit, to the 
_ Counteſs, his ſiſter. During that inter- 
val, the Marchioneſs kept herſelf more 
retired thin uſual; and was buried in 
ſomething, which altogether engroſſed 
her. Her inattention to us, for that 


time, ſeemed a ftrong ſymptom in our . 


tavour : and ſhowed, that ſhe had ro 
ſuſpicion of our ſecret : neither did ſhe 
urge the Count to accept of the match 
propoſed to him; another ſtrong argu- 
ment, that ſhe did not ſuppoſe he had 
_ 4 paſſion for any other woman; or want- 
ed to deviate from filial obedience. — 
Thus we flattered ourſelves, that our fears 


were vain z without reflecting, that the 
Marchioneſs was more political than 
\ weg 
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we: for ſhe had long experience on her 
ſide; and we were only in the flower 
of youth, and the warmth of paſſion. 
Two days after, I was made ſenſible of 
our deception : and, if my lover had 
ſeen the great impending blow, I am 
certain he would have prevented ĩt, even 
at the expence of ſacrificing chat politi- 
cal regard, which had often made him 
put me to ſo much pain. 


70 
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CHAP. III. 


Roſara ſeparated from ber Lover, by a 
ſtrange Adventure, her Diſtreſs, alle- 
viated by her Fellow-traveller. 


b rd day before I was to go to 
= Palermo, the Marchioneſs went 
out, and did not return till it was late. 
This was {0 uncommon a thing with 
her, that it ought to have given us 
ſome ſuſpicion: but, how could we 
ever have dreamed of what was to 
happen, as we had not the leaſt pre- 
vious notice of it ? Inſtead of troubling 
ourſelves with conjectures on what her 
ladyſhip was about, we thought of no- 
thing, but availing ourſelves of her ab- 
ſence, by enjoying each others com- 
pany, and talking over our affairs, My 
lover inſtructed me how I ſhould be- 

have 
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have to his ſiſter, the next day, that 
I might bring her over to our party. 
Don Cirillo, hkewiſe gave me a good 
deal of advice upon that head: but I 
neither needed the counſel of the one, 
nor the other: for as it would not be 
the firſt time I had converſed with the 
Counteſs, I was pretty ſure I knew her 
character much, better than they; and, 
conſequently, in what. ſtrain I ſhould 
court her good graces. - 


Vain were our precautions! They 
did not penetrate the future! The cloſe 
reſerve of the Marchioneſs ; her deep 
diſſimulation; the events of the pre- 
ceding days, and her preſent abſence, 
were all circumſtances, which ought to 
have opened our eyes upon her con- 
duct; yet we kept them ſtupidly ſhut 
againſt what was to happen ; and were 
loſt in the dreams of imprudence. If 
I erred on this occaſion, I had this for 


my 
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my comfort, that I did not err alone. 
But why ſhould the miſerable think it 
an | relief to have many com- 
panions in misfortune ? Taking plea- 
ſure at having others in the ſame diſtreſs 
with ourſelves, appears to me, to pro- 
ceed rather from an envy of our neigh- 
bour's welfare, than from a feeling of 
our own calamity. 1 know, that when 
I afterwards upbraided myſelf with my 
blindneſs, my not having communicated 
to my lover ſome confuſed melancholy 
preſages I had had, gave me more 
pain than the thoughts of any thing I 
might ſuffer. Had I fully ſeconded 
my melancholy preſentments, perhaps, 
1 ſhould have made him more cauti- 
-ous: or, if I muſt have been unfor- 
nate, I ſhould not have been oppreſſed 
with the additional grief of en him 
to blame * _ mw . 
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When the Marchioneſs returned 
home in the evening, ſhe aſked me, as 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, how I felt my 
ſtrengtu; and if, I thought I ſhould 
be able to make a viſit to her daughter 
in the morning, according to her de- 

fire. I told her I was ready to do as 
the thought proper: and, therefore, it 
was determined that I ſhould ſet off 
for Palermo eatly the next day, accom- 
panied by her Major-domo, a man ad- 
vanced in years, of polite manners, of 
primitive morals, and, on that account, 
adored in the family, in which he had 
grown old. She put thoſe queſtions to 
me while ſhe was at ſupper, with Don 
Cirillo, and the Count her: ſon ; who 
took the favourable opportunity to ac- 
\ quaint her that they themſelves intend- 
ed to ſurprize Lady A——, with a 
viſit in the evening. The Marchio- 
neſs only at firſt anſwered them, What, 
will you then leave me alone ?—Butf, as 
| if 
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if ſhe had immediately repented that 
ſhe had ſaid fo, go, however, go, added 
ſhe, in God's name; but, remember 
my ſon, I charge you to make a . | 
at the ſame time, to Lady N 
daughter; and aſſure her from me, 4 
I will comply with her propoſals. 


I was thunderſtruck with theſe 
words ; as I knew that the lady whom 
the Marchioneſs mentioned, was the 
ſame who had been talked of as a wife 
for Lord B-—: and I now concluded 
from the Marchioneſs's words, that 
ſhe had been ſertling the matrimonial 
preliminaries with the young lady, and 
her friends, that very day. My ſoul 
was perplexed, and rent aſunder, with 
hope and fear. I immediately ſtole a 
look of anguiſh on Lord B—, which 
he returned with a gracious, and aſſur- 
ing ſmile: and having told his mother, 
that if he had a moment to ſpare, he 

| C 2 would 
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_ would certainly wait upon the lady, 
the converſation ended there; for it 
was now time to go to bed; where [I 
could not ſleep a wink; ſo tormented 
was I with a thouſand, galling reflecti- 
ons. I, therefore, got up carly, and 
dreſſed, myſelf in my beſt cloaths; for 
the Marchioneſs had provided me with 
whatever J wanted; and I] was no 
ſooner dreſſed than the Major-Domo 
came to me, and told me, he had or- 
ders to go with me as ſoon as I was 
ready. | , :———þ| bod 


The Marchioneſs's country ſtat was 
only betwixt two and three inilus from 
Palermo, I ſtepped with the Major- 
Domo into a poſt-chariot, Which was 
darkened all round, excepting the light 
which we received fram th listlo glals 
behind. The horſes wentoh-arnigood 
pace: and my companion amuſed me 
with a variety of ſtories. But we were 

a never 


+ A T. RES S. Þ 


never hke to get to Palermo; and that 
delay began to make me apprehend 
fome! deſignu: I diſſembied my fears, 
however, as well as I could: but ob- 
ſerving at length, that we had ſpent 
many houts in our journey; and that 
the ſun was, far advanced in his courle, 
I . could hold out no longer. What 
does this mean, ſaid I to the Major - 
Domo? Whither are you taking me; 
and when ſhall we get to the end of 
. theſe tedious three miles? Have pa- 
tience, madam, anſwered he, have pa- 
tience and do not give yourſelf the 
leaſt,” uneaſineſs; for you are in the 
company of an honeſt man, from whom 
you. need fear no injury neither to your 
purſe, nor your honour. That I very 
well know, anſwered I, weeping ; and 
and I ſhould not think myſelf com- 
pletely wretched, unleſs I wanted your 
aſſiſtance. For heaven's ſake, ſir, if 
my Ages my ſituation, my tears, can 

| . make 
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make you compaſſionate me, explain 
to me, I beſeech you, this myſtery ; 
and then I am even ready to die, if the 
Marchioneſs requires it. 

No, my Seve girl, een he, book 
ing at me, with great emotion, my 
lady bears not a reſeritment of 'thar 
kind againſt you; and if ſhe did, I 


would fqoner ſacrifice my own life, 


than execute her | purpoſe. You are 
very fenfible, J hope, that J am not at 
all calpable for her caprice: and yet, 
ſome time or other, perhaps, the Count 
her ſon may puniſh me for her fault. 
If your intreaties ſhould ever have any 
influence with him, be, atleaſt; à wit- 
neſs for me, of the manner in which 
I now ſpeak to you, and/of- the honour 
with which I will treat you even at the 
hazard of my life. Her ladyſhip, 1 

know not from what grounds, has 


5 formed ſolpicions' — her ſon is ena- 


moured 


way by en- I 


2 — 
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moured of you; that you are the 
dancer who was at-Palermo, about three 
years ago; and for whom, it was ſpread 
abroad, that he had a particular kind- 
neſs : and that, he even intends to marry 
you one day, as ſhe concludes he has 
firmly promiſed you. Urged by this 
jealouſy, which ſhe has only commu- 
nicated to me by halves, ſhe ordered 
me to conduct you to a certain ſolitary 
houſe, which is ſituated in the remoteſt 
corner of Sicily, I have, likewiſe, or- 
ders to an old lady who lives in that 
houſe, a friend, and dependant of my 
lady, and who is to take care of you, 
to let no perſon get the leaſt intima- 
tion where you are. I know that I 
am hurting the apple of my maſter's 
eye; and nothing can be more diſa- 
greeable to me, than to be inſtrumen- 
tal in giving you even ſo much pain. 
But, deareſt madam, what could 1 do? 
And what could you have done, if you 

| C 4 had 
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had been in my circumſtances? Would 
to God, that I had had but time e- 
nough to acquaint my maſter wi.h the 
commiſſion, which his -mather gave 
me ; that if he had thought proper he 
might have taken meaſures to pre- 
vent the execution of it. I did not re- 
ceive: my inſtructions till this morning 
at break of day, and the Marchiunets 
never loſt ſight of me afterwards, as ſhe 


Mins os perhaps, that I would .dif- 
' cloſe 


her commands, before I fulfilled 


them. If you can think of any expe- 


dient agreeable to yourſelf, and ſuch 
as will be approved by the Count my 
maſter, impart it to me freely: for his 
ſake, and for yours, I am ready to ſa- 
crifice my ſubſiſtence. Thus tar I 
have obeyed the Marchioneſs ; becauſe 
I knew not what elſe to do. It pierces 
me to the ſoul to fee you fo afflicted, 


and to think how the Count will be 
e ſhocked 
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ſhocked, when he finds you are miſ- 
ſing. In conſequence of this ſudden 
{troke, I foreſee, diſorders in the fa- 
mily which make me wiſh to be no 
longer a member of it. I have known 
the Marchioneſs in better days: I was 
with her, when both her ſons were 


born, who are not in the leaſt like her; 


particularly the Count, your friend; 
who, if ever he comes to be maſter of 
the family, will, I dare ſay, reward my 
long, domeſtic ſervices better than by 
charges of this kind: for my nature is 
compaſſionate; and J have great allow- 
ances for tender connections. The 
Marchioneſs would be a ſpiritualized be- 
ing before her time; and yet I know 
her very well. —In ſhort, we are all 
fleſh and blood; and, therefore, we are 
all frail. Cheer up then, and command 
me : for, as I alone am intruſted with 
my miſtreſs's orders, I ſhall not ſcrup'e 
7 C5 to 
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to tranſgrefs them to do you a piece of 
ſervice. 

T was inchanted with this diſcourſe ; 
and my extreme deſpair was immedi- 
ately changed into the moſt lively hope. 
The Marchioneſs's orders did not at 
all ſurprize me: for on revolving what 


had paſſed, I found that all her ac- 
tions of the preceding days, correſpand- 


ed with them. What! ſhould I go, 
and ſhut myſelf up in a retreat, and 
put my elf in the hands of people whom 
J knew nothing of, when, at the ſame 
time, God knows how they were or- 
dered to treat me. No: that I was de- 
termined never to conſent to: and-if 


the offers of the Major Domo had not 


| reheved me, I found myſelf capable 


of the moſt deſperate reſolution. Whar- 


right had the Marchioneſs over my li- 
berty that ſhe ſhould preſume to con- 


demn 
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demn me, perhaps, to a perpetual pri- 
ſon ? For it was poſſible that I might 
not find means to eſcape from it. If 


I had deceived her, ſhe might blame 


her ſon for it; nay, ſhe might blame 
herſelf; as her own extravagant hu- 
mour had obliged us to impoſe upon 
her. However, my preſent reſolution 
had not even the ſhadow of any thing 
culpable in it ; for my honour, and my 
ſafety were at ſtake. If ſhe would not 
accept of me for a wife to her ſon, it 
was not reaſonable that I ſhould be con- 
demned to impriſonment upon that ac- 
count ; and to die an untimely death : 
co die, — perhaps, of deſpair, 


Having communicated all theſe re- 
fletions to my worthy companion, I 
thanked him for his generous offer; 
and told him I would always regard 


him as a father, I laid my character 


before 
C 6 
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before him in as. warm and intereſting 
a manner as I could; I obſerved to him 
that though I had been obliged to be 
very cautious, and humble of late; yet 
I had not loſt my ſenſibility, and my 
ſpirit. I unfolded to him the whole 
ſtory of our love; I aſſured him of my 
utmolt gratitude, and of the Count's 
kindeſt protection; who, we might 
conclude from the courſe of nature, 
would ſurvive his mother. I told him, 
thought myſelf extremely happy that 
J had fallen into his hands, when a plot 
was formed againſt my liberty: though, 
at the ſame time, I gave him to under- 
ſtand that if he had been of a different 
diſpoſition, I would have run any riſk 
I would have made the moſt deſperate 
reſiſtance to avoid a forced ſeparation 
from my lover ; and an unjuſt confine- 
ment. The Major-Domo was not, in- 


. deed, of a very formidable age: but 
the 


% 
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the mildneſs, and integrity of his cha- 
racter, made any threat ſuperfluous. I 
was going, then, to ſupplicate him to 
perſevere in his humane intentions for 
my good, but in the moment, the cha- 
riot ſtopped; and my fear that we had 
arrived at the place where I dreaded 
to be, inſtantaneouſly changed the 
train of my ideas, 


Cc © AX Þ 
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2 be Major- Domo falis upon an Expe- 


dient for Roſara's Safety. 
He recommends her to his Daughter ; 


end they part. 


— 


E have now, ſaid the Major-Domo, 

got to the ſtage, where J was or- 
dered to leave our own horſes, to wait 
for me, on my return; and to conduct 
you with poſt-horſes to the place of your 
retirement. We vill now alight here, 
if you pleaſe : we ſhall have time enough 
to talk over matters; as you muſt 
ſtay here all night, to take a little reſt : 
for, we have travelled many miles to- 
day. 


After we had gone into the inn, he 


gave the neceſſary directions to the 


coach- 
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eoach man; and bade the people of the 
houſe get ready our ſupper. He, like- 


wite, ordered them to have the poſt- 
horſes, in the morning, ready for our 


departure, Thele preliminaries being 
ſettled, he came into my appartment. 


ela. Here I am, ſaid he, at your 


diſpoſal, willing to conſult with you, 
and to take any meaſures with you, that ' 


may | be' conniſtent with my honour, 
productive of your ſatisfaction, and, 
agreeable to the will of my maſter; 


which ought to be much better known 


to you than me. What courſe can we 
take, anſwered I : for, the more I con- 


ſider what we ſhould do, the more I am 


bewildered? I am determined upon 
one thing, —by no means to conſent to 
my impriſonment z—not from a licen- 


tious love of liberty, and diflipation ; 


but from a rational regard to my ſe- 
curity, and eaſe; If I am in the hands 


of the ay ioneſs's dependents, I muſt 
lay 


yy 
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lay my accounts for ill treatment. If, 
indeed, I might ſhut myſelf up with in- 
different people, with people who knew 
nothing of my adventures, I ſhould 
gladly ſequeſter myſelf with them, that 
I - might reſerve myſelf for the Count, 
without giving him the leaſt motive to 
ſuſpect my fidelity. As I cannot do 
this (for whither ſhall I betake myſelf, 
without the neceſſary means of ſup- 
port?) it muſt be your part to decide 
my deſtiny : for, as you have generouſly 
offered me your aſſiſtance, you will un- 
doubtedly find out a way to give it me, 
without any danger to yourſelf. 


As to the way, replied the Major- 
Domo, I am not in the leaſt embarraſſed 
about it: for I can always clear my- 
ſelf, by pretending, chat you eſcaped 
from me, upon the road: and, I can 
eaſily eontrive a, litile ſtory, to colour 
your flight. But, when I leave you at 

vn your 
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your liberty,” where ſhall I leave you, 
my dear girl; in whoſe protection can 
I aſſure, mytelf, that you will be free 
from harm? For, you may caſily ima- 
gine, to what a ſevere account Lord 
B-—— would call me, if any bad acct- 
dent ſhould befall you, through my neg- 
ligence, or miſtake; As for your ſup- 
port, you need be under no reſtraint 
upon that ſcore: for, I have as much 
money upon me, at preſent, as will ſub- 
ſiſt you till the Count ſends you more: 
but then, I ſtill repeat it, whither will 
you go alone; and, if I ſhould accom- 
pany you to the place where you may 
chuſe to refide for the preſent, is not 
there a great hazard, that the Marchi- 
oneſs will find I have betrayed her, in 
the important truſt, which ſhe com- 
mitted to my charge? —— Stay, ſtay ! 
he here ſubjoined, fixing his eyes upon 
the wainſcot, and rubbing his brow, —I 


now recollect, that I lately received a 
letter, 
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letter, from my daughter's huſband, an 


inhabitant of Leghorn. His letter was 


dated from Meſſina, where he arrived 


laſt week, upon buſineſs, and intended 


to return, this week, on board the ſame 
veſſel, in which he came. Now, what 
a lucky hit would it be, if, by riding 


| poſt to Meſſina, we ſhould yet find him 


there, to take you with him to Leghorn, 


where, with a letter of recommendation 


from me, to my daughter, I ſhould 
think you as well fixed, under her roof, 
as with your own ſiſter, or with myſelf! 
Yes, we will find him, anſwered I, im- 
patient to execute a project, which 
ſeemed ſuggeſted to him, by Heaven, 
for my ſafety. Yes, we will find him, 
if we fly thither, without loſing time: 
and, that we may not loſe a moment, 
let us ſet off, if you pleaſe, this very 
night: I ſhould be very glad if you 
would: the night-air, I am certain, 
will not do me the leaſt harm. dince 

you 
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you go into the ſcheme ſo readily, re- 
plied he, 1 ſhall be ſar from retracting 
my offer ; and, we ſhould be no loſers, 
even ſuppoſe we ſhould make the jour- 
ney, without accompliſhing our aim; 
ſince, in - that caſe, we might fall upon 
ſome other plan, for your ſecurity, after 
we get to Meſſina. Compoſe yourlelf, 
therefore; and, if you can, let me ad- 
viſe you ta take a nap, before ſupper. 
In the mean time, I will go and prepare 
matters for our departure : the myſtery 
of which, you and I. alone, ought to 


know. 
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Having ſpoken thus, he went to ar- 
range matters accordingly: but the 
grand affair we had in hand, too much 
actuated my mind, to admit the ſtill- 
neſs and inſenſibility of repoſe. By the 
provident aſſiſtance of this worthy man, 
I thought I was reſtored from death to 
life : and even, upon this occaſion, I 
wg could 
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could not help remarking the whimſical 
turns of fortune, who, by tlie very act 
which ſeemed to threaten my ruin, was 
preparing, and opening fot mea refuge 
from diſtreſs.” My heart was warmed 
with gratitude for my deliverer. I was 
reſolved never to forget his ſervice, and 
to write an account of it to Lord B. 
and to make him), and his daugktef, 
ſenſible, if I ſnould ever have it in my 
power to reward my protectors, that 
pn nnn bar Nur wen n 


. was at laſt fer upon the cable, 
with all the neatneſs that could be ex- 
pected, in a mean, unpoliſhed place. 
Here, too, I had an opportunity of re- 
marking the good heart of the Major 
Domo; who, as if he foreſaw, that I 
was one day to be his miſtreſs, abſo- 
lutely refuſed to ſit down with me: 
however, I at laſt prevailed upon him 

to take a chair, by obſerving, that his 
| | cere- 


ceremonĩous he havioun might give ſome 
improper ſuſpicions to the people 
about us. Supper being ended, and 
the higheſt praiſes of Lord B —, with 

the repaſt ; fur the good old man had 
the ſtrongeſt affection for him though, 
in the Marchioneſs's preſence, he tem- 
pered it with the phlegm of prudence: 
Supper, I ſay, being over, he or- 
dered the coachman, before me, not to 
ſtir from thence, till he returned : and 
told him, that he would be back in four 
days, at the lateſt: then, poſt horſes being 
put to the chariot, we took the road for 
Meſſina; without, hbwevery letting the 
poſt- boy know, that we intended to go 
thither. We arrived: there early next 
day: and, as my good luck would 
Rave / ityithe Major-Domo's ſon in- law 
was not yet gone; but intended to 
fail that very night, i for Heghorn, if the 
wind ſhould be favourable, ds it ſeemed 
— to pramiſe. | 


The 
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The good old man ſoon came to the 
point with him; and, telling him only 
as much of what had happened as was 
neceſſary, recommended my perſon to 
his care, in the name of the Count, his 
maſter, whom he knew, and gave him a 
letter for his daughter, in which he 
preſſed her, ia the ſtrongeſt terms, to 
treat me with the moſt reſpectful hoſ- 
pitality. He afterwards took me apart, 
and put a purſe of ſixty zecchins into 
my hand; obſerving to me, that 1 
ſhould ſtand in need of that ſum at pre- 
ſent ; eſpecially for cloaths, of which 
Il was unpravided ; and that he would 
take care to put the Count in mind, to 
ſupply me with money. for the future. 
I gave him a long letter for Lord B—, 
with an exact information of the whole 
fact, and with the higheſt praiſe of my 
deliverer: nor did I omit conjuring him 
to be mindful of our love, and to write 
to me ſoon. At laſt we parted, ſome 
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time after midnight : for the ſhip was 
then going to {et ſail for Leghorn ; and 
he returned to the place where his lady's 
coachman was waiting for him. 


I ſhall ſay nothing of my voyage, 
which was very favourable ; nor of the 
reception I met with from the daughter 
of the Major-Domo, whom I ſhall beg 
leave to call Placidia, as I think myſelf 
obliged to conceal her real name, for 
many good reaſons, I found her a 
young woman, of about five and twen- 
ty years of age, poſſeſſed of her father's 
generous diſpoſition, and obliging man- 
ners. She was handſome enough to 
pleaſe her husband, had he not been 
fickle, and fond of novelty, She had 
no children; the cauſe of which, ſhe 
attributed to his want of affection for 
her. He treated her, however, ex- 
tremely well, if a wife can be ſaid to be 
well treated, who wants the heart of her 

husband. 
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huſband. I had not been a day in her 

houſe, before ſhe opened her mind to 

me, in complaints of this nature. In 

this frankneſs, ſhe honoured me with a 

confidence, which I never abuſed : but, 

at the ſame time; ſhe let me clearly into 

her fotble : I mean, a childiſh jealouly ; 
which eſtranges mens affections from 

us, while, perhaps, we fancy it endears 

us to them. After I had diſcovered Þ 

this weakneſs in her, I was determined 

to be very tender to it; and, as her huſ- 

band was very indifferent to me, not to 

give her the leaſt grounds to ſuſpect the 

contrary. I had ſeen nothing before of 

Raimondo's gallantry (ſo I will call her 

huſband) for he had behaved to me | 

with the ſtricteſt decorum. Placidia, 

however, was extremely jealous of him: 

and, if I had not brought her father's 

credentials along with me, ſhe would 

| have been obſtinately aſſured, that I was 

| 1 a rival of hers, come to triumph. over 

14 | | her 
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ker misfortune in her own houſe. As ſhe 
was informed that I was fo cloſely con- 
nected with Lord B , and that he 
ſupplied my expences, I hoped ſhe 
would entertain no fears of me. I might, 
likewiſe, add, the preventive declara- 
tions I made her, on the ſubject of 
love, on purpoſe to ſecure her friend- 
ſhip ; yet, all theſe precautions did not 
avail : ſhe harboured, notwithſtanding, 
the weakeſt and moſt tormenting ſuſpi- 
cions of me; as will be ſeen in the ſe- 


quel. 


In the mean time, I imagined to my- 


ſelf, the arrival of the Major-Dormo, at 


Palermo : but, I could not think how 
he would account for my flight, to the 
Marchioneſs, fo as to acquit himtelf, I 
was afterwards informed, that ſhe gave 
herſelf no great pain about it; and that 


ſhe was ſatisfied as I was at a dittance. 


She fancied, I ſuppoſe, that her ſon's 
Vol. III. D püaſſion 
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paſſion for me would die away, when I 
was a little time out of his reach: but 
this was a very weak and ſuperficial 
concluſion. Love, ia vulgar minds, 
(if vulgar minds can be faid to love) 
undoubtedly diminiſhes, and vaniſhes, 


- by abſence; but, the ſame caule gives 


it a ten- fold force, in the boſoms of the 
generous, and ſentimental, I was e- 
qually curious to know how the Count, 
and the whole family, were affected with 
my unlooked-for expedition. I thought 
he would certainly loſe his temper, at 


this rude blow, and, perhaps, offend. 
his mother ſo much, as to loſe the rich 


inheritance, which was the real tyrant 


of his will, I was well affured, that the 


Major-Domo would reveal to him, and 
him alone, the place of my retreat. The 
paſſage from Palermo, to Leghorn, is 
not like an American_ voyage ; and, 


therefore, I expected a letter from him 


every moment : but, I knew not what 
had 
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had happened at the Marchioneſs's : and, 
I might have long expected to hear 
from him in vain, if fortune had not 
again played the coquette with me; 
and, while ſhe was chilling me almoſt 
to death with her frowns, given me a 
benign look, ſmiled, and cheered me. 
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News from Palermo. Character of 
Roſara's Landlady. A new Ac- 
cident obliges Reſara to leave Leg- 
horn. 


A Fortnight paſſed, and I had no 
news from Palermo: but, at 
length, a letter came, addreſſed to me, 
incloſed in one to Placidia. I immedi- 
ately ſaw the hand was not Lord B—'s; 
and that circumſtance very much diſ- 
compoſed me. I opened it haſtily, and 
in a trer our; my heart foreboding me 
ſome misfortune.—It was from the Ma- 
jor-Domo; and, to this effect. 


Madam, | 
£ On my arrival at Palermo, I found it 


© no difficult matter to make the Mar- 
chioneſs 


Are 


© chioneſs believe, that you eſcaped from 
© me, with acompany of comedians, who 
© happened to beat the ſame inn, withus, 
* where we were obliged to lodge all 
night. Provided you are at a diſtance 


from her ſon, ſhe cares not much whe- 


ther you are confined, or at liberty: 
but the news J am going to give you, 
intereſts her more deeply. 


* When I got home, Lord B——, 
and Don Cirillo had ſuddenly and 
© privately gone off; they are not in 
Palermo; nor, indeed, I believe, in the 
* whole iſland of Sicily: in ſhort, we 
cannot find where they are. I cannot 
© expreſs the conſternation I found my 
© lady in, on account of their departure. 
© I cannot help ſaying ſhe hath deſerved 
s this torment; though it does not be- 
come me to criticiſe her conduct: and, 
* indeed, ſhe is, at preſent, much to be 
pitied. My lord, when he found that 
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« you returned not home in the evening, 
and that you had not been in Palermo, 
* prepared for his departure that very 
night, and fled before break of day. I 
* heartily wiſh he had, at leaſt, waited for 
my return, as I could then have in- 
formed him where I had fixed you, — 
But, undoubtedly, he concluded, that J 
© ſhould be a meer tool of the Marchi- 
© oneſs, in that affair; and took this ab- 
rupt method of puniſhing us both. If 
© ever his good fortune ſhould bring you 
* together, pray favour me with immedi- 
gate intelligence of that joyful meeting. 
l wiſh you all happineſs, and beg you 
* may command me, whenever you think 
] can ſerve you: for Iam 


* Your moſt faithful and reſpectful 


c F jraldo.“ 


This 
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This letter perplexed me extremely. 
I was now ignorant where my lover 
was : and it was out of my power togive 
him any intelligence concerning myſelf. 
I could not expect to ſce him again, 
but by a very improbable chance. I 
reaped, however, ſome conſolation, from 
reflecting, that, as he was not now 
with his mother, ſhe could not be in- 
ceſſantly tormenting him to marry ; 
and, conſequently, I ſhould run a leſs 
riſk of loſing him for ever. I was now 
in a houſe where I had all conveni- 
ences ; though Placidia's jealouſies of 
her huſband, gave me great uneaſineſs. 
She grew ſo ſuſpicious, and captious, in 
the ſpace of two months, that I ſtood in 
need of all my prudence to keep us 
friends. As the greateſt fires ariſe from 
the ſmalleſt ſparks, her frenzy was 
lighted up, from a triſling accident, 
which deſerved not the leaſt attention, 
from a perſon of common ſenſe, 
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One day, when I was at table with 
her, and her huſband, after I had been 
about a month in the houfe, I aſked 
him how much I ſhould pay him for 
my entertainment, during the month 
paſt, and for every month I might ſtay 
with him. I mentioned this article 
meerly becauſe I thought it was proper 
to have it fixed. He anſwered, with 
his uſual complaiſance, that he had never 
propoſed a ſum on ſuch a footing be- 
fore; and, therefore, begged me to wave 
the matter, at preſent: for, that he 
ſhould ſettle it with Lord B— when 
vo he had the honour to ſee him. This 
| little circumſtance inflamed the jealous 
temper of his poor wife, and filled her 
19 mind with a thouſand ſuſpicions. It is 
1 true, I convinced her of my innocence: | 
0 but, though it was eaſy to appeaſe her, 
|| x it was difficult to make her perſevere 
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| | in her tranquility : for, ſhe was as un- 
[ | ſtable, and fluctuating, as the ſea; which 
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is impelled, one way or another, by 
every wind. Scarce a day paſſed, with- 
out ſome diſturbance in the family. 
my very looks, and ſighs, were liable to 
a ſevere cenſure. My ſadneſs, and my 
mirth, were equally ſubject to ſiniſter 
interpretations, from her whimſical ſuſ- 
picions. My flence was dangerous: 
for I was culpable for it at her tribunal. 
If I inadvertently complained to her 
husband, of the hardſhips I laboured 
under, it put him into a violent paſſion ; 
and his vindication of me, hurt him ſtill 
more, in his wife's opinion. A raw, 
unexperienced girl, would have ill 
brooked ſo weariſome a life; much 
more did I, who had been accuſtomed . 
to public and genteel life; and had ne- 
ver been teized before, with ſuch ridi- 
diculous weakneſſes. 


I would rather have choſen to live in 


a deſert, amongſt lions and bears, than 
D 5 with 
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with a perſon who ſtunned me, from 
morning to night, with theſe childiſh 
complaints. She always put ſuch falſe 
conſtructions on her husband's conduct, 
that I never ventured out of the houſe 
when he was abroad': for, if we had 
been both out of her ſight at once, ſhe 
would have ſworn that we had made an 
aſſignation. | 


Notwithſtanding all this, I was under 
a neceſſity of putting up quietly with 
her humour: for I could not remove 
till I had ſome news of Lord B 5 
and till he ſnould think fit to diſpoſe of 
me otherwiſe. It ſeemed impoſſible 
for me to receive any intelligence con- 
ccrning him, as I was then ſituated; 
yet, fortune was not for falling out with 
me altogether ; and, in her cruelleſt op- 
preſſion of me, ſhe ſeemed to give me 
ſome marks of her favour. I happened 
to be looking about me, one morning, 
| from 
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from a balcony of our houſe, to which 
I ſcarcely ever went : it was almoſt op- 
poſite to the poſt-houſe: when, on a ſud- 
den, I heard a noiſe of horſes, and 
wheels, thereabouts, I turned about, 
and looked ; but, gueſs how I was thun- 
der- ſtruck, when I ſaw Lord. B and 
Pon Cirillo, in a calaſh, with their 
poſtilion mounting, and juſt going off! I 
cried aloud, either to make myſelf heard, 
or out of ſurprize only but my cries 
were not heard: for, the poſtihon was 
now in the ſaddle, and drove on at 
ſuch a pace, that, in a moment, I 
loſt ſight of my lover. What an unfor- 
tunate woman am I, I exclaimed, al- 
moſt out of my wits What an un- 
fortunate woman am I! Lord B 
has been in Leghorn, and I knew no- 
thing of it! Perhaps, he had bur juſt 
arrived, and {topped only to change 
horſes. But, perhaps, too, he has 


been here all night; and I, wretch that 
D 6 
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I am, knew nothing of it :—and he, 
probably, on his part, has as little 
known that I was ſo near him. Un- 
happy creature that I am, what courſe 
can I propoſe to take! Oh! that I 
knew whether he was going, that I 
might ſpeedily fly after him! Fluttered 
with thele ideas, I called to one of the 
hoſtlers, who ſtood at the door, and 


aſked him, who the two flrangers were, 


that had juſt left the inn, and to what 
place they were going ? He anſwered 
me rudely, in the ſtile of his profeſſion, 
that he kept not a liſt of thoſe, who 
went and came; and, theretore, could 
not ſatisfy my curioſity : but another, 
more civil than he, told me, he believ- 
ed they were Neapolitians, and, that 
he had heard them ſay, they were travel- 
ling to Milan. 


I wiſhed myſelf a bird, on this intelli- 
gence, that I might fly after them, and 


Join 
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join them, when they were leaſt ex- 
pecting it. In the ſweet dreams of 
fancy, I imagined to myſelf, what a tranſ- 
porting ſurprize it would be to Lord 

B „if I could come upon him un- 
awares. Put how could I effect that 
idea, A woman young, and alone— 
not for want of money ; for I had what 
was neceſſary not for want of ſpi- 
rits; for I could have atchieved a much 
more hardy enterprize: but, for want 
of ſome gentleman for my companion, 
whom ] could confide in, to ſkreen me 
from the dangers and calumny, to which 
we are ſubject, upon ſuch occaſions. 
The more I ſurveyed theſe difficulties, 
the more inſurmountable I found them: 
and, conſequently, the more I was galled. 
Inſenſible to every thing, but my agita- 
tion, I went to my landlord's room, to 
inform him of what had happened, with- 
out reflecting, that, if his wife ſhould 

catch me there, we ſhould have a great 
| deal 
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deal of diſturbance; I entered his ap- 
partment without ceremony. It was a 


ground- floor, below my own, where he 


uſed to receive people upon buſineſs. 


The reader will be ſurpriſed (for, I was 


fit to drop down, myſelf, at the unex- 
pected ſight) when I tell him, that I 
there found my old friend Mr, Marbell, 
receiving money from him! He ſet 
up a ſcream, when he firſt ſaw me, as if 
a ghoſt had appeared to him. I did 
not know, that he was then, with his 
company, at Leghorn; as I lived in 
a houſe where there was no talk either 
of plays or players ; and where the mil- 
treſs's tongue was chiefly employed in 
prating about her husband, 


I was aſtoniſhed, beyond meaſure, to 


meet him there: and I had a good 
deal of difficulty tu perſuade him, that 


F was fleſh and blood, and not a ſpirit, 


come from the other world, To con- 
firm 
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firm my aſſertions, however, I gave 
him a ſhort account of my adventures 
and he, at length, believed that I had 
never been out of the land of the living. 
After I had given him ſatisfactory in- 
telligence of mi ſelf, he ſhowed me the 
ſame tokens of a good heart, which TI 
had always experienced in him. Our 
diſcourſe falling on the affairs of the 
company, which was improving, not- 
withſtanding it wanted me, he told me, 
he was juſt going to remove it to Mi- 
lan, where he intended to ſpend the 
enſuing year. At the name of Milan, 
the affair came into my head, which 
had brought me into the room; and 
from which I had been diverted, by my 
great ſurprize. Lord B , thought 


I within myſelf, is gone to Milan ; and 
Mr. Marbell is, likewiſe, going to Milan 
with his Company, W hat a fortunate 
opportunity may I now have to follow 
my lover, without giving ſuſpicion, to 

any 
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any one, of my deſign; and, without 
expoſing myſelf to the ſlander of the 
world! I no ſooner meditated the 
ſcheme, than I determined to embrace. 
it. The gentleman, with whom I lived, 
had not the leaſt power over my liberty, 
and, therefore, could not oppoſe my 
reſolution, His wife would naturally 
be glad to ſee the execution of it; as 
it would rid her of her jealouſies. It 
was not to be ſeared, that Mr. Marbell 
would refuſe to admit me again into his 
company; as he might hope that I 
ſhould be of advantage to bim, as be- 
fore, I ſaidto him, jocularly, that I would 
go to Milan with him, if he thought 
proper. I wiſh, anſwered he, you were 
as much in earneſt, in your offer, as J 
ſhould be to take you thither, for our 
mutual advantage.——T take you at 
your word, replied I : but I will not 
promiſe you to go upon the ſtage, till 
_ and I have diſcourſed at large; and 

| reflected 
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reflected a good deal together, upon 
that particular. As you think fit, re- 
joined he. And thus, with a very few 
words, we were again connected, after 
my accident, at Naples, had ſeparated 
us, for about two years, Raimondo, 
though he had no right to oppoſe my 
departure, ſhowed himſelf a good deal 
chagrined at it; and imputed the cauſe 
of it to his wife; becauſe he knew not 
the real one. I informed the Major- 
Domo, at Palermo, of all theſe circum- 
ſtances, by a letter; deſiring him not 
to let the intelligence I gave him, tranf- 
pire to the Marchioneſs: and I was to 
ſet out, for Milan, with Mr. Marbell, 
three days after ; which ſeemed, to me, 
to be three years, through my great 
impaticnce to ſce my lover. 
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CHAT IV. 


Noſara arrives at Milan: Character of 
a Perfon, whom ſhe had not hitherto 
known, te aſperſes Roſara. 


AM now again engaged with a com- 

pany of comedians, to whom 1 
thought I ſhould never return: a ſtep 
I took from my own free choice; in- 
ſomuch, that I would even have defired 
them to admit me amongſt them, if 
they had not been altogether inclined 
to receive me, Betwixt the cradle and 
the grave, there are many viciſſitudes: 
and whilit we are in the world, we can 
never pronounce what our ſtate may be, 
even within a few years, if we remain 
in it ſo long: becauſe we are often o- 
bliged by our circumſtances, to do that 


which we once believed we never ſhould 
=o, have 


am ACTRESS © 


have done: and we, likewiſe, often 
grow indifferent about objects which, 
we once purſued with eagerneſs. I 
did not, indeed, intend to go vpon the 
ſtage again; and, with regard to that 
point, Mr. Marbell left me wholly at 
my liberty : for I made him fully ac- 
quainted with my ſituation : but if I 
had not found Lord B at Milan, 
and every other means of ſubſiſtence 
had failed me, what muſt I have done 
to live, and to make a decent figure in 
the world? TI am of opinion, that Mr. 
Marbell flattered himſelf, he ſhould 
draw me, by degrees, to his purpoſe : 
but, as he was a man of great experi- 
ence, and well verfed in the knowledge 
of the human heart, he did not make 
the jeaſt diſcovery of his aim to me; 
but left irs ſucceſs to the ſilent opera- 
tion of time, 
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His company was almoſt the fame, 
which had acted at Naples with great 
applauſe z and had now been a year at 
Leghorn. Part of the people, who 
compoled it, had a friendſhip for me: 
part of them, too, being envious of 
my talents, were galled to think 1 
T ſhould be amongſt them again, to 
mortify them by an humbling com- 
pariſon. To the latter, my adventures 
were ſubjects of deriſion, and ſatire: 
as to the former, who were well at- 
fected to me, they were matter of com- 
paſſion, and praiſe. How was it pol- 
ſible to perſuade my enemies, that for 
a year, and more, of my abſence, I had }/ 
led a life as retired, and auſtere, as the 
Marchioneſs required of her depend- 
ents ? They were obſtinately in the be- 
lief, that Lord B had kept me all 
the time, as his miſtreſs, in ſome corner 
of Sicily; that he had, at length, grown 
tired of my perſon; and that I had 
been 
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been thus obliged to have recourſe to 
my old profeſſion. Time would have 
convinced thoſe cenſurers that they were 
miſtaken; but, in the interim, I was 
expoſed to their ſcandal; which grieved 
me exceſſively, in ſpite of all the con- 
ſolation, and encouragement of Mr. 
Marbell, Among the reſt, there was 
one Mr. Girandola, who perſecuted me 
in a moſt violent manner; though I 
had never given him the leaſt cauſe, 
This man was a very inſignificant per- 
ſon,! whoſe name was expreſſive of his 
character; that is to ſay, he was al- 
ways in motion, always whirling about. 
Devoted to idleneſs ; fond of novelty, 
of diſſipation, of buffoonery and tattle. 
He paſſed the day in roving about, 
from one place to another ; and thought 
he had done a good deal, when he 
had thus conſumed it in doing nothing. 
He hunted after good cheer, with a 
peculiar avidity : and, when he was ex- 

hilarated 
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hilarated with ſumptuous entertainment, 
he would not have ſcrupled, in his li- 
centious gaiety, to aſperſe his father. 
Always full of buſineſs, without doing 
any thing; always taken up with gal- 
lantry, though, he enjoyed not the 
{miles of one miſtreſs; always loud, 
but never convincing, he ſpent his 
whole time in meddling with other peo- 
ple's affairs; and he was always able 


to explain the moſt ambiguous words, 


or the moſt unaccountable conduct. 
This gentleman was a new acquiſition 
to Mr. Marbell's company ; and, on 
the road to Milan, I ſtudied him care- 
fully, and got ſufficiently acquainted 
with him, to be upon my guard againſt 
him afterwards. 


We arrived at Milan, eight days 
after we ſet out from Leghorn; and 
twelve days after I had ſeen Lord 


* F through that place: 
which 
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which accident I had not yet revealed 

to any body. In order to have the ſpe- 

' dieſt intelligence of him, it was neceſ- 
ſary for me to impart my mind to ſome 
perſon ; and in that caſe, Mr. Mar- 
bell was the propereſt perſon for me to 
confide in. He promiſed to get me 
information as ſoon as poſſible, whether 
or no Lord B-— was in Milan: 
but, at the ſame time, put me in mind, 
that, as he was for concealing his tra- 
vels from his mother, he had probably 
changed his name; and that, therefore, 

it would not be ſo eaſy to get an ac- 
count of him. This was a prudent 
reflection: but to remedy the inconve- 
nience, and attain my end, a third per- 

ſon was to be employed, who, having 
little buſineſs of his own, might make 
diligent enquiries after my lover, in 
the different quarters of Milan. There 

was not a fitter perſon for ſuch a com- 
miſſion than Ms. Girandola; and it 
Was 
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was eaſy for Mr. Marbell to give it 
him, without letting him know, that I. 


had any thing to do in it. 


In fact, it was ſo determined, though, 
againſt my will. But neceſſity hath no 
law; and love, here, got the better of 
prudence. Mr. Girandola fortunately 
, for he had ſeen 
him more than once at Naples, and at 


Palermo, where he had formerly acted; 


therefore, he might infallibly come at 
the truth. His natural malignity, and 
the ſuſpicious commiſſion given him, 
operating together, he whiſpered it a- 
bout, that Lord B— had thrown me 
off, as he was tired, with having me at 
his diſpoſal for two years; and that I 
followed him in vain; for he would 
never more take any notice of me. 
When his tattles were reported to me, 


A by good authority, I perceived I was 


in bad hands; and obſerved it to Mr. 
Marbell. 
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Marbell. He gave me for anſwer, 
that he thought it vould be my beſt 
way to take no notice of Girandola's aſ- 
perſons; but to wait patiently for ſome 
favourable turn of fortune, that might 
evince their falſnood; that a man's re- 
ports were not worthy of my regard, 


who could unſay over a ſecond bottle 
of wine, what he. aſſerted over the 


firſt, 


The plays were not yet begun in 
Milan before I knew for fact, that 
Lord B-— had been there under his 
real name, accompanied by Don Cirillo; 
who paſſed in the capacity of his ſecretary: 
but he was then gone. For, after a 
ſtay only of two days, he went on in 
his intended journey to Paris. I was 
ſo ſurprized with this news, that it was 
a long time before I could believe it. 
But ſo ſtrong were the proofs which 
] received of its truth, that I was at 

Vol. III. E laſt 
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laſt obliged to give credit to it: and [ 
was inconſolable for many days. How 
deſperate did my caſe appear! Hitherto 
I had flattered myſelf, that my lover 
was going in queſt of his unhappy 
Roſara; but this proſecution of his route 
ſeemed to indicate that he wanted to 
meet me no more. I ſhould not have 
ſcrupled to follow him, if it had not 
been for feminine decorum : but, be- 
ſides that conſideration, how could I 
think of going in queſt of him, as I 
had not money to ſupport me on the 
road, with the moſt rigid ceconomy ? 
Of the ſixty zechins which the Major- 
Domo gave me, I had expended thirty, 
on decent apparel, With the remain- 
der I had payed Mr. Marbel] for my 
journey to Milan, and other daily ex- 
pences which he was at, on my ac- 
count; as it was not reaſonable that 
he ſhould be at any charges for me, 


when I brought him no emolument. 
. 
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The thoughts of going to Paris be- 
ing, therefore, laid aſide, I was now 
to provide for my ſupport, during tlie 
time I ſhould find it proper to ſtay at 
Milan, Had I been diſpoſed to re- 
turn to the ſtage, there was no diffi- 
culty in that point. But I had now a 
great objection againſt that profeſſion : 
for, I thought, if I ſhould enter upon it 
again, I ſhould ſtill have leſs chance 
of ever being wite to Lord B——; 
which good fortune, I had lately fo 
much reaſon to expect. | 


And yet in my difficult circumſtances 

I was under a neceſſity of coming to 
fome reſolution. My female friends 
were every day urging me to return to 
the theatre; but, to his honour be 
it ſpoken, Mr. Marbell, as he faw 
my reluctance, never once deſired me to 
turn player again; though, perhaps, he 
wiſhed more that I ſhould do ſo, than 
| E 2 any 
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any of the reſt. I was, ther. fore, again 
in a ſtate of the utmolt perplexity, and 
confuſion, It gave me great concern 
to ſee Mr. Marbell ſuffer any detri- 
ment which I could remedy : for his 
ſucceis at Milan did by no means 
anſwer his coſt and expectations, 
Though no body directly blamed me, 
yet I thought every cye ſeemed to up- 
braid me with indiſcretion. Nor was 
my vanity ſilent on the occaſion : it 
ſuggeſted ro my heart that it depended 
upon me to re-eſtabliſh the credit of 
the whole company, and to ſpare my- 
ſelf the ſhame of being any incumbe- 
rance to others. I thought that the 
novelty, and ſurprize of ſeeing me un- 
expectedly upon the ſtage would rouze 
the attention of all Milan; and turn 
out much, to our advantage. One 
while I ſuffered this ſelf flattery to ſe- 
duce me ; another while I oppoſed it. 
Some days I paſſed in chuſing, and re- 

. | _ fuſing 
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fuſing; but at length the neceſſity of 
maintaming myſelf without being a bur- 
den to others; and my deſpair at not 
receiving any account of him who 
ſhould have taken moſt care of me, 
prevailed over every other conſidera- 


tion, 


I was then again preparing to go 
upon the ſtage in the theatre ot Milan; 
and the city was nor advertiſe] of my 
intended appearance. As ſoon as [ 
entered upon the ſtage, the houſe aſked 
one another who I was; and, I believe 
enough of my ſtory was circulated that 
very night to make a novel, My na- 
tural genius for the ſtage made ſome 
impreſſion from that firſt evening; 
but my reputation grew fo conlidera- 
ble afterwards, that the affairs of the 
company took quite a different turn; 
and Mr. Marbell often thanked me 
for the ſervice I did him, The applauſe 
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fuſing; but at length the neceſſity of 
maintaming myſelf without being a bur- 
den to others; and my deſpair at not 
receiving any account of him who 
ſhould have taken moſt care of me, 
prevailed over every other conſidera- 


tion, 


I was then again preparing to go 
upon the ſtage in the theatre of Milan; 
and the city was not advertiſed of my 
intended appearance. As ſoon as I 
entered upon the ſtage, the houſe aſked 
one another who I was; and, I believe 
enough of my ſtory was circulated that 
very night to make a novel, My na- 
tural genius for the ſtage made ſome 
impreſſion from that firſt evening; 
but my reputation grew ſo conlidera- 
ble afterwards, that the affairs of the 
company took quite a different turn; 
and Mr. Marbell often thanked me 
for the ſervice I did him, The applauſe 
E 3 -ith 
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with which | was favoured by the 
public made many people, deſirous 10 
know me ; ſome too, after they knew 
me, withed to do me friendly offices; 
of which humane diſpoſition I ſoon 
experienced the good effects. 


Though my adventures had been re- 
preſented in a light very diſadvanta- 
geous to my honour, partly by elabo- 
rate cenſure, and partly by raſh, incon- 
{iderate praters ; yet their criticiſms on 
me as a moral agent, were ſilenced by 
their partiality for me as an actreſs; 
and malice herſelf, became dumb in my 
favour. I muſt own, the truth; my 
affiction for being ſeparated from Lord 
B „was a good deal abated by my 
theatrical triumphs ;. though my fear, 
leſt the new courſe I had taken might 
diſoblige him, was yet a thorn in my 
heart. . Glory hath ſuch forcible charms 
that it renders us almoſt inſenſible to 

every 
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every other paſſion ; when we have once 
taſted the ſweets of fame, we naturally 
perſue it with more eagerneſs than be- 
fore. Self-love is the root of all our 
paſſions ; and, therefore, it is no won- 
der that they are all ſubſervient to it. 
For whatever obje& it chuſes for it's 
favourite, to the acquiſition of that ob- 
ject it engages the affections, the fa- 
culties, the ſoul, 
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CHAP. V. 


Reſars intends going to Paris, ———— 


Stories ſpread of Lerd Boo—— : 
- end various atiempts to impoſe up'n 
ber. | 


T HOUGH my amorous inquietude, 

on account of my abſence from 
Lord B „ was a good deal ſoothed. 
by the voice of applauſe; yet applauſe 
could not extinguiſh it, nor make me 
forget him. Taking it for grantcd, 
that he was at Paris, I wrote him a long 
letter thither, in which l informed him 
of the neceflity | had been under of re- 
turning to my former profeſſion, and 
begged his ſentiments an that article, l 


wrote, at the ſame time, to my good 
friend 
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friend the Major- Domo, at Palermo, in 
which I acquainted him with the intel- 
ligence 1 had received of his maſter : 
for I "concluded that he would know 
more about him than the Marchioneſs : 
as, by her ſplenetic humour, ſhe had 
obliged him to leave her. I received a 
letter from him, a few days after, in 
anſwer to one I had ſent him from Leg- 
horn, in which he returned me his 
warmeſt thanks for that favour, aud 
aſſured me of his inviolable ſecrecy, 
whenever I ſhould be pleaſed to com- 
municate any thing to him concerning 
myſelf, or my lover. : 


Whilſt affairs were going on in this 
manner abroad, and I was waiting the 
Hue of my patience, and dihgence ; a 
domeſtic war aroſe in our houſe againit 
me, which threatned me with much 
diſturbance. Mr. Girandola, ro whom 
the enquiry after Lord B had 
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been fo ſafely committed, had, it ſeems, 
honoured my perſon with his particulzr 
Attention; and, thinking me, perhaps, 
neceſſary to eſtabliſh his fortune, in- 

t-nding, if he could, to make me his 
wite. He durſt not urge his pretentions 
openly, on account of the great diſtance 
betwixt him and me, in our proteflion 
and, by reaſon of my reputable con- 
rexions ; which he ſaw increaſed every 
day. In certain tumultuous minds, 
cunning ſupplies the place of talents; 


and, to their cunning, is joined a hardy 


perſeverence, which makes them ſtick 
to their purpoſe, and prognoſticate to 
themſelves ſucceſs. The artful Giran- 


© dola, prefuming a little too haſtily, that 


J was giving up all hopes of Lord 
B——'s love, defired, one day, to ſpeak 


with me in private: and, taking a let- 


ter out of his pocket, which, he ſaid, he 


had 'received from Paris, aſked per- 
miſſion 
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miſſion to read it to me theſe were 
its Contents.,— 


* My Dear Friend, 
J enquired for Lord B, as you 
« deſired me: I found him with eaſe, 
© and I have been in his company: for 
_ © he lodges in the houſe of a lady who 
is my couſin; and who gave me a 
larger account of him than I would have 
*wiſhed to know, This young girl, 
than whom France can hardly pro- 
* duce one more beautiful, and amia- 
©ble, ſuffered herſelf to be ſeduced by 
his flattery, and wiles: I aſſure you, 
* he is no leſs charming, and engaging, 
than ſhe. It ſeems, that he gave her 
© ſtrong and repeated promiſes of mar- 
riage; though he now refuſes to ful- 
fil them. My couſin's connexions in 
* this country, are ſo numerous, 
and important, that juſtice will in- 
* fallibly be done her. It was but very 
| E 6 „lately 
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© Jately that ſhe had occaſion to have 
* recourſe to extremity , becauſe the 
Count was ready to marry her; nor was 
* ſhe, in any reſpect, unworthy of that 
© honour. But he has unluckily re- 
* ceived a letter from Milan, from an 
© old miſtreſs of his, which hath made 
him recede from his engagements. If 
you are acquainted with this woman, 
* who, perhaps, put you upon your en- 
* quiry, I beg you may diſſuade her, as 
* a man of honour, and my friend, from 
*thinking to hinder this marriage, which. 
will be effected, in ſpight of her en- 
* deavours to the contrary, and very 
„little to her credit. I beg you may 
make a profound ſecret of whatever I 
* may communicate to you on this ſub- 
© jet. I have the greateſt reliance on 
your fidelity, which I have often ex- 
* perienced, and I am 


our moſt afſeRionate friend, &c.“ 
8.— S8—. 
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I cannot ſay, that the reading of this 
jetter ſhocked me very much: tor I dic 
not entirely eredit its authenticity. Gi- 
randola's character was ſo well known, 
that he could not cheat a perſon of any 
penetration. Flowever, it alarmed me 
to much, that it did not give me time 
to conſider the drift of the perſon who 
had ſhown it me, When he put his 


letter again into his pocket, he declared 


that he had ſhowed it me only with a 
view to do me ſervice: he, therefore, 


told me, as I might yet harbour ſome 


doubt about the fact, he would give 
me more ample and infallible proof of 
its truth. Hereupon, he took other 
letters out of his pocket, more particular 
with regard to Lord B—-—'s affair; by 
which I found, likewiſe, that he was to 
go to Paris, in a few weeks, to be em- 
ployed there, in the company of Italian 


comedians. He told me, he was forry 


to leave Italy, his country; but, as ſhe 
no 
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no longer diſtinguiſned people of merit, 
in the profeſſion, his determination was 
juſt and Jaudable. Mr. Marbell could 
blame none but himſelf, if he loft ſuch 
an actor: for he ſhould have eſteemed 
him more while he had him, and not 
have preferred people to him, whom he 
was capable of inſtructing. He thank- 
ed Heaven, he ſhould ſoon be in a ſitu- 
ation, which would make himenvied by 
thoſe, who, perhaps, now thought him 
an object of compaſſion. They ſhould 
hear, in a little time, what France 
would ſay of him, and what he 
what he would ſay, in France, of them. [ 
He would, however, always retain the 
ſincereſt eſteem for me: and he heartily 
withed, that I would, likewiſe, think of 
leaving the ſtupid company, and. go to 
ſhine in the ſeat of a polite, and cele- 
brated court: for he was certain, that 
all France would deem 1 it an honour to 
have 
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have me amongſt them; and, that he 
himſelf ſhould be thanked, and reward- 
ed, if he could only aflure the Pariſi- 
ans that I would fix in their metropolis, 


This was talking in the ſtrain of a 
ridiculous fool; but, allowance being 
made for the oſtentatious, fantaſtical 
vein, which ran through the ſpeech, a 
great deal of it had the appearance of 
truth; and it ſeemed abſurd to ſuppoſe 
that he had invented it, I was pretty 
clear, that he intend. d to go to Paris, 
at all events; for he gave Mr. Marbell 
warning next day, that he ſhould leave 
him. Since he was then going to Pa- 


ris, as I infallibly concluded, I did not 


think it improbable that he might have 
got the whole ſtory he read me of Lord 
B, from the people, with whom he 
was connected there. Thus, by de- 
grees, I ſuffered myſelf to be impoſed 
my vpon, 


N 
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upon, by a vain fool, on whoſe veracity, 
in general, I had very little reliance : 
tor, by the influence of ſeli- love, we are 
apt to think reaſonable and credible, 
whatever makes for- our intereſt, or our 
pleaſure, Inftead, therefore, of abſo- 
lutely rejecting the propoſals, which he 
had made me, with all the art of which 
he was maſter, I was diſpoled to examine 
them, like a very prudent woman ; and 
was brought, by that blind ſtep, to 
the brink of a very dangerous preci- 
pice. I aſked Mr Girandola what un- 
queſtionable commiſſions he had from 
Paris, with regard to me ?—and he 
frankly named a third perſon, unknown 
to me, who, if I would liſten to the 
treaty, had authority to conclude it, and 
to furniſh me with a ſum neceſſary for 
fo long a journey; as he had already ſup- 
plied him. I thought, I could not 
do leſs than liſten to an offer, which left 
me 
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me at full liberty to refuſe it if I thought 
fit. When fortune throws unexpected 
happineſs in our way, we ought not to 
reject it, becauſe it ſeems ſuperior to 
any thing we have imagined, or hoped 
for, ourſelves, My marriage to Lord 
B— was, as yet, a diſtant good; a 
good, which I might be deprived of, 
by the Marchioneſs his mother; by my 
ſtation z and, by the volatility of a 
heart, of which I heard ſuch fatal ac- 
counts z though, indeed, they were not 
indubitable. In the company of Mr, 
- Marbell, I could only hope for very 
moderate fortune, and ſuch as was not 
to be compared with that which a court 
and a capital promiſed me. Objcas 
which always attract a croud of heed- 
leſs admirers. If the propoſal Giran- 
dola made was founded vpon truth, 
why ſhould I not embrace it ?—And 


how could I ſuppoſe that it was not 
founded 
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founded upon truth, when he offered to 

convince me of his ſincerity, by facts, 
the day following? when I was con- 
vinced of it, by the good fortune which 
had befallen himſelf. If he was to be 
admitted into the Italian Company, at 
Paris, why might not I have the ſame 
good fortune; ſince the judgment of 
the world ſet us at ſo great a diſtance in 
the theatrical art ?—Thus, a ſtrong de- 
fire was inſenſiply raiſed in me, of going 
into France, in queſt of ſatisfaction. I 
could not well determine, whether glory 
was my leading motive, in this intend- 
ed enterprize, or, whether I was only 
prompted by love, to be near Lord 
B——:; and, likewiſe, to hinder his 
marriage with his new favourite ; pro- 
viding the ſtory of his French amour 
was not a fable. My private interview, 
with Mr. Girandola, terminated in mu- 
tual aſſurances to keep our affairs to 


Pujielves : : and he told me, at the ſame 
| time, 
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time, that he would, the next day, with- 
out fail, introduce the gentleman' to 


me, who was commiſſioned to ſend me 
to Paris, if I ſhould reſolve to go thither. 


I] would not have ſaid a ſyllable of this 
treaty, in the houſe, for all the world: 
for, if I had, I ſhould certainly have 
drawn upon . myſelf a thouſand res 
proaches of levity, and ingratitude.— 
And yet, (who would believe it !) be · 
fore the day was at an end, it was talk- 


ed of, by our company, as an affair al- 
ready determined. It ſoon reached Mr. 


Marbell's ears, who begged of me not 
to conceal the truth from him; as he 
could not put any great confidence in a 
piece of news that was diſperſed by Mr. 


Girandola, 


I could have torn him to pieces, if he 
had preſented himſelf before me. What 
a ſtrange manner of proceeding was 


— 


Ic 
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it in him, to diſcover, firſt of all, him. 
ſelf, which he deſired me to make a 
great ſecret of; and, in diſcovering it, to 
make me the principal agent, inſtead of 
himſelf! Ir was a truly theatrical in- 
triguez and, we mult allow, that ſome 
comedians aſſume to themſelves the 
privilege of lying, feigning, and acting 
inconſiſtently, even out of the play- 

houſe z perhaps, leſt they ſhould forget 
their trade. 


I was enraged at his treatment of me; 
but it ſerved as a rule to my conduct 
the next day, I difſembled my reſent- 
ment agaiuſt Girandola, that I might 
have an interview with the perſon he 
talked of, He kept, indeed his word 
with me; and preſented to me, about 
noon, a well-dreſſed man, who ſhowed 
me his commiſſions, in writing, and 
ask ed me what my expectations might 
be? I told him, that I could not im- 
mediatcly 
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mediately reſolve him; becauſe it was 
neceſſary to think a little, that I might 
not injure myſelf in my demands. He 


gave me three days to conſider the mat- 


ter; at the end of which time, he ſaid, 
he would return, to hear my deciſive 
anſwer. After this interview, the affair 
was darker to me than before: bur, 


luckily for me, I was never too haſty to 


determine, in certain occurrences : and 
if, in this caſe, I had been raſh, I ſhould 
have had much cauſe to repent of my 
folly. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


The Schemes of @ Player, to make Rofara 
bis Wife —News of Lord B——, 
and his Arrival in Milan. 


HE ſecret intentions of Girandola 
vuvere extremely intricate, and in- 
volved in a labyrinth; to the centre of 
which I ſhould never have reached, had 
not he himſelf given me a clue which 
directed me through it's windings. 
Perhaps he imagined he had done the 
moſt of his work, and that what re- 
mained was of eaſy execution. Per- 
haps, too, he thought he ſhould find 
me ſo credulous, and ſuch a dupe to 
ambition, that I*ſhould chearfully pre- 
fer his project to whatever I had that 
Was deareſt to me in the world. How- 
ever that was; with whatever chimeras 
| he 
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he flattered ' himſelf ; he came to me 
before the prefixed three days were 
expired; and addreſſed me in this man- 
ner. Do you know, madam, what has 
happened? Our mine is diſcovered, 
and I wiſh to Heaven it may not be 
ſprung. It was at my tongue's end 
to anſwer him,—and who but your- 
ſelf has diſcovered it But I checked 
. myſelf, as I had promiſed Mr. Mar- 
bell to make no diſturbance about the 
matter, and to keep his company as 
quiet as poſſible. It was clear, how- 
ever, that Girandola expected ſuch a 
rebuke : for he commented upon his 
news by obſerving that even the walls 
bf ourhouſe had tongues;that Mr. Mar- 


bell had long ears; for he had ſpies on 


every word that we uttered ; and that 
he knew whence the misfortune in our 
Caſe proceeded : for he had certain in- 
formation chat Miſs Florimella would 

_ uſe 
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uſe her utmoſt n to embarraſs 
our e | 


She was a gil of indifferent talents, 
but of very great preſumption : who, 
before I came, uſed to repreſent cha- 
racters which ſhe was afterwards obliged 
to give up to me; and which, indeed, 
I had the good fortune to. exhibit with 
more ſucceſs. She (Girandola went on) 
ſtung, to the quick at being obliged to 
yield to you, and at ſeeing you more 
applauded by the public than herſelf, 
has taken it into her head, out of a ſpi- 
rit of revenge, to get herſelf ſent for 
to Paris, to make Wo world believe 
that ſhe is of more conſequence than 
you, and that this company has done her 
manifeſt injuſtice, Obſerve now, deareſt 
madam, what tricks this devil has fallen 
upon to ſucced in her arduous. preten- 
ſion. To the agent of the Pariſſian 
company of comedians, whom you ſaw, 


ſhe, 
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the, has offered a hundred piſtoles pro- 
vided he will ſend her thither under 
your name. But what is more extra- 
ordinary, ſne has offered to marry 
ame, and to make me maſter of all her 
effects, which are very conſiderable; 
though I ſhould not like to acquire 
them by doing her a ſervice at the ex- 
pence of affronting you. I own the 
-propoſal- has very ſtrong attractives 
with me: not that I am greedy of mo- 
ney ; for, thanks to Heaven, I can al- 
ways gain it by my induſtry ; but be- 
cauſe I like the girl; and ſhe has al- 
ways been reſerved, and ſhy with me: 
though her behaviour has been very 
frank, and affable to others, who ate 


certainly my inferiors in merit. The 


hundred piſtales, likewiſe, offered to the 
agent, are a great temptation: but I 
veed nat think much about them; as 

1 know he truſts me, and I may diſ- 
poſt of them as I pleaſe, In fat, my 
Var. III. F deareſt 
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deareſt madam, an actor if he is mar- 

ried to a woman of merit, puſhes his 

- intereſt better in the company, and is 
of much more conſequence. A wo- 
man, likewiſe, without a huſband to 
make her reſpected, is ſubject to a thou- 
— infults from people who make 
| their own intereſt alone, the rule of 
their conduct; and when they have 
power, ſcorn all the laws of honour 
and kumanity. Miſs Florimella, there- 
fore, is very tight in thinking of a huſ- 
dand, to eſtabliſh her in her profeſſion. 
Do you think that if ſhe had had one 
before, "ſhe would have yielded her 
tank to you in the company, notwith= |, 

ſtanding your eminent merit ? She ac 

very prudently in endeavouring to ſe- 

eure herſelf againſt a misfortune of 
that/kind hereafter : and, as-for myſelf, 
J aſſure you that her offer has ſome 
effect von me; though it cannot make 
me rettact the — I made you. 
What 


— 


— 
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| What a pity it is, my deareſt madam, 


that you and I were not born for each 
other !:For.if that was the caſe, I ſhould: 
laugh at all the world. But this id 
idle talk 3:and the moſt important point 
at praſent is for you to reſolve concern 
ing the propoſal I made you: for in 


_caſe you reject it, * muß; buſinels 
ee pp rh | 


TUE 24t 
. II 14 22 
[Perhaps de lune pats om — 
ſhould in my turn have. offered ta marry: 
him: and doubtleſs in his whole ſtra- 
tagem he had this aim, upon a fiem ſup- 
poſition, that I was abandoned hy Lord 
and therefore, could have no 
more hopes from him. The poor miſ- 
taken Girandola never once dreamed 
that the deſire to meet with Lord B 
was the grand motive that induced 
me to go to Paria; and that I |wauld! 
never put it out of my power to marry 
him. However, I only anſwered him 
F 2 in 


— — — — ———  ——__—_—_—_ — - 
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in general terms; and would not ſeem 
to underſtand what I did not like; al- 
though he had explained himſelf with 
ſufficient perſpecuity. Notwithſtand- \ 
ing all my: reſerve, he concluded he had 
won me; and preſently after urumoured. 
about the houſe that we were foon to 
be man and wife. Mr. Marbell never 
-enquired of me into the truth of this: ( 
circumſtance ; for he had penetration | 
enough to ſee the falſtiood ofi th re- 
port without my aſſuring him of it. In- 
deed I was informed by bim that the 
politic Girandola had been haranguing 
Miſs PFlorimella in the ſame ſtraimi he 
he uſed to me: and I collected from 1 
his intelligence that he was for matrying 
either the one or the other of us to pro- 
cure himſelf a ſuſtenance; and I ſad he 
was cajoling both, in order to be the 
ſuter of catching onnmeeee 7 
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2111 This was Mr. Marbelbs opinion as 
well as my own: and the event proved 
that we were right in our conjecture. 
told the agent of the Paris company 
fer my fixed determination, that I would 
enter hoto no new engagement for the 
preſent year, as I had promiſed to ſtay 
1with Mr. Marbell for that time. No 
-fooner had given this concluſive an- 
wer, than it iwas buzzed about that 
Mis Florimella and Mr. Girandolas 
cmarriags was fully! agreed upon; and 
that they intended to go to France at 
the cloſe of the ſeaſon. The poor girl 
fell intocthe trap that; was laid for me; 
and one may ſay, that ſhe: fell into: it 
with open eyes; hurried on by her ma- 
levolence againſt me. When ſhe was 
married, there was no more talk of 
Paris; and a thouſand unforeſeen ob- 
jections aroſe to blaſt that artificial treaty. 
The theatrical agent was found out to 
1 a ſtrolling player, who being gained 
bool? PF. 9-. by 
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by Girandola with the rh miſe of a little 
money, which was me vor paid him, took 
upon him the above mentioned clia- 

racter o forward the ſcheme of his 
employer. Miſs Florimella had not 
the pleaſure of being revenged; and 
anly got a bad huſband for her paint. 
She was married to an extravagant 
man; who was profule of her mo- 
Dey; ani ſhe, was mot at liberty 0 
proſccute herigallanery, which had dor- 
merly been gamſul to her. Girandola 
alone had obtained his intention. He 
had now a ſupport in his wife, who pre- 
ſrrved him his emoyment in 2 com- 
pany where ſhe "was not uielen ; and 
ooting more ſure. He Jived at his 
eaſe, at his avite's expence; and gave 
himſelf lictle thought about 4 buſineſs 
which was always mangled in his hands. 
This was the-fine- office he would have 
done me, had not "ng good fortune 
' ſtood 
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ſtaod in his way. His manifeſt impoſ- 
ture in the fact, which I have juſt re- 
lated, made me ſuſpect that his let - 
ters, likewiſe, relating to Lord 5, 
were ſuppoſititious; and, therefore, my 
beart began to recover it's ſerenityz 
and all I wanted now was to know 
whether my lover was at Paris, as if 

had been reparted, 2 


The letter, which I had ſent him 2 
bout a fortnight ago, was inc loſed by 
Mr. Marbell to a friend of his, who 
was to enquire for him, and deliver it 
to him in perſon. In a little time the 
wiſhed for anſwer came; which in- 
formed me that Lord B=—, was ac- 
tually at Paris, and that my letter had 
been delivered to him : at the ſight of 
which, he expreſſed incredible joy. By 
this news! I might have naturally ex- 
pected ſome anſwer to conſole me, and 


that he would have laid his deſigns 
| & Wa b before 
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before me: but I received none, nei- 
ther that poſt, nor the next: and I 
was thenee thrown into a new fit of | 
deſpair, I felt into a gloomy train of 
_ refleion ; which made me conclude 
the letter that Girandola had ſhewr me, 
do be genuine. 1 was doubting whe- 
ther I ſhould repeat my entreaties, and 
_ diſpatch another letter to Paris; or 
puniſh the neglect of the Count by a 
Night in my turn ;——when on a ſud- 
den T heard a noiſe in the houſe, which 
ſeemed the voice of Mr. Marbell in a 
fit of amazement: and immediately 
after, he entered my chamber with | 
Lord B , and Don Cirillo on each 
hand; at the ſight of whom, I was like 
by ſwoon for joy. 


I will leave the reader to imagine, 
not only mine, but our common tran- 

ſports on that occaſion, We had a 
be ark things to . to each other; 
but 
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but ſo crouded were our imaginations, 
that we knew not with which to begin. 
A year had now elapſed ſince our un- 
expetted_ ſeparation at Palermo: an 
as they had only received ſome broken 
accounts of my adventures, and of the 
good offices done me by the Major- 
| Domo, . they were eager to hear my 
whole ſtory. I was, likewiſe, very 
deſirous to o know, from them, how they 
came to reſolve on their ſudden de- 
12 from Palermo; and where they 
ad been in queſt of me. Two long 
15 were taken up in ſatisfying our 


81880 Ate 9 8 I then found that 


[ 
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5 d Brm—r, to puniſh his mother for 
the 10jury y ſhe did him, 1 In, her treatment 
* determined, by the advice of 
n Citillo, to take a journey imo 
France, without making, the leaſt 
oV tr of the route he intended to 3 
3 likewiſe, found that having taken 
Vith em as much money as he could, 


2 F 5 
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he went firſt to Rome, then to Leghorn: 
and afterwards to Milan ; from, whence 
he paſſed on to Paris, there, to wait 
for ſome news of me from his Major- 
Domo, with whom he had left orders 
to make enquiry for me; but not to 
diſeover the place where he intended. 
in the mean time, to reſide. The Ma- 
jor. Domo had diſpatched him the Jet- 
ters I had '"writtef bim frbm Le ghorn, 
and Milan ; but he only got em the 
day after he received the aft I had 
fent bim. On this repeated intelligence 
be was determined to come upon me 
by ſorprize. You now, then haye h 

my reader, in Milan; 'reblyed not to 
ftir from me til] he makes me his wife; J 
in ſpite even. of his DOR, 4 
he C Fan Kugceed i in a certain f cheme which 
he 5 Js meditating.” "What that ſcheme 
was, he ſaid he would communicate, to 
me, when he had Þrought it It to more: 


1 maturity. 
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maturity. Our diſcourſe conſiſted of 
many other agreeable particulars: but 
the hour drew nigh, when I was 
obliged to go to the theatre; and 
dur converſation was put a to a more 
convenient ſeaſon. "FR 
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CHAP. vn. 


tad 1 s Proje. to marry Ro- 
ſara in Spite of bis Mather.—— News 
from Paris to their Advantage. 


* a few days, our carnival plays were 

to be over; and Lord B—=—, did 
not chuſe for his honour's ſake, that I 
ſhould follow that profeſſion any longer. 
He thought my reaſons were very ſuffi- 
_ cient for entering upon it again; and 
* could not blame me for it; as he charged 
himſelf with the cauſe z or his mother, 
who might, certainly, have fpared him 
that regret, When we came to the 
point of my leaving the theatre, I did 
nat aſk him how I ſhould ſubſiſt: for 
that would have been offending him ; 
bur I aſked him what figure I ſhould 


make in the eyes of the world: for that 
2 4 was 
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was talking like a woman of honour. 
Here he explained his intention to me, 
which was to diſpoſe of the poſſeſſions 
he had in Sicily, independant of his 
mother; and to ſettle at Paris, where 
he had an aunt by his father's fide, a 
very conſiderable lady at the French 
court, with whom he was a great fa- 
yourite ; and from whom, he had 
great expectations. I ſhall not, it is 
probable, ſaid he, have the rich legacy 
which my mother has it in her power 
ro leave me: but I ſhall be poſſeſſed 
of my deareſt Rolara, without giving 
the world an opportunity to reproach 
me for having married her: for I can 
make her paſs there for whatever perſon 
1 pleaſe; nor ſhall it be then in my 
mother's power to deprive, me of 6 hapy 
pineſs, the want of which, coſts me ſo 
much torment every moment It is with- 
held from me. Let me be but mode- 
* rich, provided I, hays ſatisfac- 
tion; 


7 
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tion; and enjoy a felicity in my youth, 
which grows blunter Hen we are more 
ann in years. | 


| Theſe ſentiments were too generous, 
not eo call forth all my gratitude : but 
J. had, likewiſe, my heroic enthuſiaſm 
that ſpurred me on to emulate his diſ- 
intereſtedneſs. Whether it was juſtice, 
or ambition that operated in my heart, 
1 was not for ſelling myſelf at the 
very dear price of an inheritance, which 
would ſo much improve the circum- 
Rances of my lover. No, fir, ſaid I to 
Him frequently, when we talked upon 
this ſubject; 1 will not have it ſaid, 
| that you loft ſo much to obtain ſo little. 
Why need you ſacrifice your mother's 
 towry for me, when you already poſ- 

\ ſs the beſt part of me,—my heart 
And what you now have, can never be 
taken from you: for 1 ſwear to you, 


if T am not yours, 1 mall never be any 
other 
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other perſon's, 1 ſhould preſs this mar- 
riage more than you; not becauſe it will 
make me great, but becauſe it will 
make me bappy ; and yet, I am willing 
to conſume my youth in this pleaſing 
expectation ; and I ſhould think it well 
conſumed, even though 1 ſhould not 
have the honour to be your wife till 
old age crept upon me; and though 1 
fhould, even then, have that honour 
. oply for a moment. Don't, ſir, preci- 
pitate a reſolution that might make 
you t| the talk of the world, and the jeſt of 
your enemies: your mother will not 
live for ever; my circumſtances may 
take ſome favourable change : for J will 
keep myſelf faithfully for you in what- 
ever ſtation you think ht to place me, 
ſuppoſe you ſhould e even chuſe to Hur 
me up in 4 retreat, - to put away | fro 

the memory of the world my pat vi- 
ciſmudes and render me in ſame de- 


gree FROMmeP of your bounty. | * 
1 
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I ſhould have gone further on in this 
ſtrain, but I perceived 1 gave him pain; 
and that I could not draw him off from 
his deſign of ſettling at Paris; eſpecially 
as Don Cirillo: backed it with his ar- 
guments. They ath imagined that 
the Marchionch his mother would be 
ſo alarmed at the bare report of ſuch a 
reſolution, that the would gladly, and 
inſtantaneouſly 80 into his deſi ires, that 
ſhe would even offer t to permit him to 
matry me rather than that he ſhould 
come to ſuch extremities, and deſert het 
for ever. 10 fact the ved? ber for 
tenderly though ker auſtere character: 
m. ad her ſeem ſuperior | to. the weak- 
beſte of a mother. She bad A grand- 
ſon the ſon of Lady A—— her daugh- 
? ter, of whom the wa very fond; but 
he ſecmed not 7 Aged: for 
4 be was ofa a yery weakly edn 3 
| and 1 it was not likely that her daugh- 


ter would have : any more children, as 
: reel * the 
: | 
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ſhe had not had any for many years. 
Theſe reaſons induced me to give way 
to their plan; and I was, like wiſe, pre. 
vailed upon by another motive to let 
them chuſe for me: for I was pretty 
certain that they had laid the founda- 
tion ; of their ſcheme at Paris; and that 
Lord B— 's aunt had vouchſafed i it 
her N ee | 1704 


| Since i it was 0 11 was ablipedic to dow 
the head, and be «ſilent eſpecially as 
I was ſure they would contrive every 
thing that would conduce to my ſatis- 
faction, and honour. In completing 
this agreeable project we paſſed whole 
days: though we were not altogether 
amuſed with the flowers of imagina- 
tion : for we omitted no ſtep that might 
further our deſign. Lord ; at 
length launched the great ſtroke a- 
gainſt Palermo, by ſending a full com- 
| miſſion to his ſiſter's huſband to ſell 
his 
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his eſtare, and effects in Sicily; and to 
remit the money to his aunt in Paris, 
who ear knew how to diſpoſe of it, 


His mother, on bearing this news, 
and finding that her ſon took no more 
notice of her than if ſhe had been dead, 
loſt all her gravity of demeanour, and 
ſtormed like a mad-woman. She aſked 
the | cauſe of this reſolution, ſhe aſked 
where Lord B—— was, that ſhe might 
rice to him herſelf, and enquire it of 
him: but it was not in the power of 
the Count of A—— to reſolve her ; he 
imagined that he was, perhaps, at 
Paris, whither he was to write concern- 
ing the diſcharge of his truſt ; but the 
Major-Domo, who had fecret inſtruo- 
tions, and was informed of the truth, 
had poſitive orders not to reveal a ſylla- 
ble-of the matter; and when the fale 
va made, to come and rejoin his maſter, 


While 


mould nd b much of the mother in 


waiting for anſwers from Sicily. There 
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While ve were impatiently expect- 
ing the fue of the commiſſions we 
had given in Sicily, my lover teceived 
n letter from the Marchionefs of T—— 
His aunt, which brought the account 
of the death of her only ſon, and m 


| which The intreated him to give her his | 


company as ſoon as poſſible, as it would 
be a great confolation to her in her 
"misfortune. She aſſured him that he 


"her, an (would fave him no room to 
'repret the feverity of his own. Better 
Bens than this we could not have re- 
Meiyed in our preſent ciroumftances, 
*had not decerum, and gratitude called 
For our grief on the occaſion. We all 
"agreed chat we ought to comply with 
the deſire of the lady, who, we had 
(reaſon te expect, would act the part of 
a mother to us, and that we Thould im- 
mediate ly ſet out for Paris, without 


| 


116 MEMOIRS of 


was no need for me to hint to Lord 
B — to take me with him in this 
journey; for he propoſed to do it of / 
his own accord, and could nat think 
. of letting me ſuffer in his abſence any 
more. I had a great deſire to propoſe 
to him that he ſhould.marry me firſt of 
n for then I ſhould. have been ſure 
of him; and; no, capricious obſtacle. of 
fortune could have intervened betwixt 
us, and our union, A very delicate ſenſe 
of honour prevented me from making 
this propoſition. I thought 1 ſhould 
hurt myſelf in the opinion of 
, if I ſhould, ſnew more rega 
to my marriage than the enlargement 
of his fortune. I. thought it was my 
duty to ſee his intereſt ſecured in the 
firſt place, and afterwards to think of 
my own. I thought that if he choſe to 
marry me before we went to France, 
he would propoſe ite to me himſelf. 
F or theſe reaſons I would not ſtart the 
KIND | ſubject ; ; 
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ſubject; but in a little time J viſhed 
I had conducted myſelf in a different 


manner, 


1 03 1 | 
ln ett mean time our plays were over 
at Milan; and 1 got my diſmiſſion 
ftom Mr. Marbell privately to prevent: 

the rattle of the publick. 1 had a 
mind to tell this great piece of news 


2 myſelf; not only to my friends, but to 


all my acquaintance; chat at the ſame 
time I might have an opportunity of 
juſtifying my conduct, which would be 
differently interpreted according as peo- 
ple are differently affected towards me. 
During my reſidence of ſix months in 
Milan, I may ſay, I knew the flower 
of that city: for my profeſſion intro- 
duced me to a general acquaintance. 
My ſocial intercourſe was very exten- 
ſive ; for I never thought there was 
any harm in keeping a good deal of 
7 3 * in forming a particular 

acquaintance 
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acquaiatance.F. was always very wary : 


tis a choice in which, we cannat be too 
circumſpect. As my ſtation in life 
obliged me to endeavour to have many 


 welk-wiſhers ; (for we ſtand in noed of 


people to ſupport our exedit againſt 
malignant parties; ) for that reaſon 1 
thaughtiit my buſineſs to cultivate uni- 
verſal fociety, and. not to ſtint myſelf 
barely to an acquaintance with, the, malt 
finiſhed characters. As I wiſbed to be 
in the good graces of every body, it be- 
hoved me to give a kind reception even 
to ſame out- of the- way originals, who 
had no other merit but that of enter- 
taining one. The, company who vi- 


ted me daily conſiſted of a ſtrange 
mixture, in which there were ſome cha- 


racters truly ridiculous, and extrava- 


gant, whom I was obliged to bear with, 


that they might nat be, my enemies in 
a place where another woman of our 
. had ee party z who 

57411704 endeavoured 
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endeavoured to fapport her by diſpa · 


raging my little talents to the * 
of their n 


Iwill, by and by, give an account 


of them one by one ; and form ſeparate 
characters of them, that their memory 
may live if they were my friends; and 
that ſhame may redound to them far 
being known by me, if they were my 
enemies. My equal, and free conver- 
ſation with them was ſo far from doing 
me any prejudice, that it made me 
more eſteemed than the other actreſſes. 
Lord B-— who would have been the 


firſt to frown on ſeeing a crowd of gay 


gentlemen fo often - around me, had 
there been any thing blameable in my 
conduct, never once found the leaſt 
fault with me for it: as he was more 
deſirous than any one elſe that I ſhould 
be loved by all; and as he faw 'thac] 
treated them all only with an impartial 
politeneſs, 


— 
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politeneſs, my apartment: was the reſort 
of mirth, good manners, wit, and vir- 
tue : for we did not murder our time 
over cards, but it was ſpent in rational, 
and elegant converſation, from which 
I was always learning ſome ſecret move- 
ment of the human heart, and ſome art- 
ful concealment of the human paſſions, 
This was uſeful diſcourſe ; for it taught 
me prudence. It is true, there were 
ſome perſons of my acquaintance whom 
J eſteemed more than others; but that 
eſteem I reſtrained to the confines of 
the heart : for I thought myſelf obliged 
to make an equal diſtribution of my 
external marks of reſpe&; otherwile, 
in gratifying two or three, I ſhould 
have diſobliged all the reſt. All thoſe 
who frequent public life ought to act 
in this manner; 3 but how many do quite 
the reverſe; and by their aukward, ig- 
norant politeneſs diſguſt'a world whom 
Go _ would wiſh to have for their ad- 
p 4 mirers. 


- 
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mirers. When people of different for- 


tunes are met in company, you ſee this 
difference of treatment, in the maſter 


of the houſe, in a moſtodious, and ſtrik- 


ing light. True politeneſs is founded 
upon reaſon, and propriety; therefore 
true politeneſs ought to cheriſh parti- 
cularly the pooreſt man in company : 
for poverty is injured in this world, and 
timorous; wealth is ſhamefully jdo- 
lized, and ſhamefully infolent. Yet 


' theſe poliſhed barbarians, who call 


themſelves well-bred people, when they 
preſide at their own tables, diſtribute 


their ſmiles with ſuch a mercantile ex- 
actneſs, that one would imagine they 


juſt gave a guinea's worth of complai- 
ſance to each of their gueſts, for every 
guinea he poſſeſſed. Suppoſe a lub- 


berly country- ſquire, or a lubberly lord, 
entertained at the ſame table, with a 


man of eminent genius, and virtue 


whom, perhaps, it is one of the greateſt 
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earthly honours to have under one's 
roof, each of whoſe ſentiments is worth 
making a monument of; in ſhort, one 
who is fit to be the legiſlator of man- 
kind. Yet this man will probably 
only be treated with a cold civility ; 
his brighteſt expreſſions will paſs un- 
noticed: whereas every motion of 
the gilded block head will be reſpect- 
fully watched ; every word that pro- 
ceeds out of his mouth will its for 


attic ſalt. 


A man of parts cannot endure to fre- 
quent a houſe long where he finds the 
maſter, or miſtreſs prejudiced, perhaps, 
in favour of a ſingle perſon, whom he 
knows to be far inferior to himſelf. 
No body likes to appear only as a ſta- 
tue in company, except ſome good 
devil who cannot diſtinguiſh black from 
white; who, if he is admitted to a grrat 

perſon's table, fancies he is tranſported 
1 N to 
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to the third heaven; while at the ſame 


time he is only the butt of mortals. 


Of ſuch animals there is always abun- 
bance to add units to the number of 
an aſſembly; but I think rather than to 
have one's houſe ſtuffed with ſuch in- 


ſipid beings it is better to keep it 
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them. 
Pur me, gentle reader, to dedi- 
cate this Chapter to a number of 
my acquaintance, whoſe characters I beg 
leave to draw, that their different ſenti- 
ments, on my proſpect of a happy ſettle- 
ment, may be ſet in a clearer light. — 
| Theſe pictures will not be alike worthy 
of imitation, and praiſe : but, I have al- 
ways heard it remarked, that, it is no 
_%(s uſeful to know the good, in order 
to imitate it, than to be acquainted with 
the evil, that we may ſhun it, with cau- 
tion, and ſafety. That evening, then, 
| | on 
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en which I publiſhed my determination, 
to quit the ſtage, I had my houſe full of 
peaple z who. were, partly, the objects, 
of my eſteem, and, partly of my diver- 
ſion. Amongſt the reſt, there was one 
Vangſio, of unknown, and, as it was re- 
reported, of illegitimate birth. He was, 
a well-made. man; of a brown com- 
plexiqn ; - his manners were tiff, and. af- 
fect bot, he was very preſuming, 
and old, He was for playing the gal- 
lant with mez but, he had not thoſe. 
qualities, which are indiſpenſibly requi-, 
ſite to make us agreeable, He was one 
of. thoſe Phænomina in the civil atmo- 
Press whoſe brightneſs \ we cannot ac- 
count for; ; I mean, one of thoſe, who 
live—we know, not how ; and even live 
ſplendidly ;, ; though they have neither 
eſtate, nor 9 e, nor talents to procure 
them that affluence.; which, from their 
gaiety of dreſs, we may conjeture t 
they enjoy. Enthuſiaſtically fond 
dere 63 whatever 
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whatever was foreign, he talked of no- 
thing but London, and Paris; as if 
thoſe two capitols comprehended the 
whole world. In fact, he had reſided 
for ſome time in each of theſe places: 
but I know not in what ftation, or with 
what fortune. London and Paris were 
always brought into his converſation: 
London and Paris were the models of 
his life, his dreſs, his ſtudies} in a 
word. of his follies. Always as trim 
as a Narciſſus; always vain, and ſtrut- 
ting, like a peacock; always whirling 
about like a wind-mill, he made it 
his daily buſineſs to intrude himſelf into 
every company ; to be the” gallant of 
every lady; to adapt himſelf to every 
circumſtance that furniſhed him, with 
the means of making money, or, of be- 
ing fortunate in love. He was an al- 
cih wilt, with the mifer; a poet, with 
the ladies; 3 Aa politician, with the mini- 
ſter : : in ſhort, he: 1 was all things, to all 

men, 
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men. But, in the opinion of the ſenſi- 
ble, he made himfelf ridiculous by eve- 
ry metamorphoſis. Volatile as the air, 
which infeſted his brain, he was, in one 
day, the ſworn friend, and the im- 
placable enemy, of the ſame perſon. 
After having commended my charms, 
and exalted me to the ſtars, he was capa- 
ble of ſinking me below all my ſex, as 
ſoon as his back was turned. In fine, 
his rule was to be every body's guide; 
and, conſequently, as the humours and 
affections of people are different, he 
could be a friend to no one. 


He was a great companion, and de- 
pendant of Count Nebbiano; a perſon 
poor in fortune, but over-ſtocked with 
vanity; which had ſo obſcured his moral 
optics, that he could neither ſee the me- 
rit of his neighbour, nor his own weak- 
neſs, As his wife was a complete co- 
quenee, he had, by her art, a ſet of viſitors, 
G 4 | who 
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were adapted to his own groteſque fan- 
cy; and made him conclude himſelf a 
perſon of very extraordinary conſe- 
quence. Amongſt his other empty 
pretenſions to importance, he uſed to 
offer every body his patronage, which 
never had influence enough to re- 
commend any one to a ſupper. In his 
poctical rants, he brought the moſt lofty 
projects upon the carpet ; Which were 
only extravagant chimeras, that exiſted 
no where, except in the ideal republic 
of Plato. When he ſet up for the man 
of letters, he wrote on, without digelt- 
ing whatever came into his head; and, 
at the. ſame time, fancied he was writing 
oracles. Indeed, his ſentiments were 
ſo oracular, that, after they were thrown 
upon paper, he himſelf did not under- 
ttand them. Vain of being ſingular, 
and extravagant, his opinions were al- 
ways diametrically oppoſite to thoſe of 


ther people; his expreſſions, whether 
1 LT 
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inſpeaking; or writing, were bombaſtic, 
uncouth, and abſcure; his converſation 
was abrupt, and inconſiſtent: he either 
brought no proofs of what he advanced, 
or he brought fuch as demonſtrated ex- 

actly the oppolite of what he wanted to 

evince. He had formed an academy 

of his wife's vifitants, compoſed of 
heads exactly reſembling hisown; whit lu 
contained not 4 grain of ſenſe; though 
ſome of them were of an elephantine 

ſize. In virtue of the protection with 
which fie had honoured me, all his de- 

pendents wed to viſit me; amongſt 

whom, there were ſome yet more 12 | 
culous; and mote fooliſh chan hĩimſelf. 


Mes ep oreat confident, had, 


firſt of all, been his ſtable-boy ; and 

no body could perceive what quality 

had fo much endeared him to his maſ- 

ter; if it was not, that he was the trum- 

rw of his praiſes, in every corner of 
: 1 6 5 Milan. 
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Milan. The truth i is, he ſpoke ill, as 
well as good of him: he publiſhed a 
minute account of his tranſaction; and 
told every body how much he was in 
the butcher's, and wine-merchant's debt 
for an entertainment he had; given his. 
friends: nay, how much advantage he 
had made himſelf; in buying the provi- 
ions. His moſt ſeeret intentions were 
not ſafely lodged in this man's breaſt ; 
and he, likewiſe, put uch ſiniſter in- 
terpretations upon them that, one was 
obliged to think him a foal, or his pa- 
tron a, villain; who, indeed, did not, to 
me, ſeem capable of all che iniquity, 
which he often attributed io him. 


Another of thoſe academicians was 
called Tamburio: and, indeed, if a pun 
will be pardoned me, he was as ſonorous 
as a drum; for he was only voice. 
Had you heard him with me alone in 
a room, you would have imagined a 
tfegiment 
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- regiment had been there; ſo dbſtrepo- 
rous was he in his talk: and he always 
did talk, right or wrong ; for he ſeemed 
fond of diſtingniſhing himſelf by his 
loquacity. In order to avoid being 
ſtunned, I was obliged to give up the 
argument to him, and pronounce him 
in the right, though, perhaps, at the 
ſame time, he was advancing the moſt 
ridiculous abſurdities. As he took my 
laughter for applauſe, and my filence 
for a ſubmiſſion to his concluſive elo- 
quence, he took upon him to decide all 
the queſtions that were ſtarted by my 
company; and he decided them in fo 
magiſterial a tone, that, to argue with 
him any further, was both fruitleſs, 
and an attention which he did not de- 
lerve. 


When read a little, in my earlier 
years, and met with ſuch characters in 
W eſpecially French ones, I thought 
| G 6 1 


132 MEMOIRS ff 


it was impoſſible that they could really 
exiſt in life; and, I fancied they were 
only children of the imagination, in- 
vented purely to deck out romances. 
Experience hath gonvinced me of my 
error. I dare ſay, I have ſeen a hundred 
perſons, who ſeemed copies of charac- 
ters, in romance, when, in fact, they 
were originals, and ſubjects for the pen- 
cil of a novehſt. Perhaps, characters 
like thoſe, I am here drawing, may be 
found in other books; of Lk I ſhall 
be very glad; becauſe it will be a proof 
that mine art nut remote from proba- 
bility, , and nature. I have yet others, 
that will equally amuſe the reader : but 
the ſmall extent, which I allow theſe. 
Memoirs, permits me only to give a Wore 
ſketch of chem. a 


Another of my viſitants was a young 
lad, of very humble ſtature; who, not- 
withitanuing, was for raiſing himſelf in- 
* | to 
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to a Cato. He affected always to ſeem 
ſerious, tranquil, and immoveable. He 
uſed frequently to rub his forehead, as 
if it had been pregnant with-a profound 
thought: he had his memory filled 
with title- pages, and common places: 
hence, he was always lugging into the 
converſation- books, which he had ſeen, 
and turned over; but he always ſhowed, 
by his diſcourſe, that he had not read 
the author he was talking of; or, at 
lcaſt, had not underſtood him. Ano- 
ther of my friends was a quack of a 
phyſician; who ſet up for a wit, and 
was always pelting the company with 
re partee. He pretended, likewiſe, to 
be an elegant epicure : and talked of 
nothing but the moſt. delicate diſhes, 
and delicate morſels; though he was a 
lively image of miſery, and famine. 
Another of them was one Count Friobo- 
lo, a relation of the above-mentioned 


Count Nebbiano. This gentleman was 
madly 
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madly in love with muſic. He went 
every where in queſt of it ; and thought 
it was efficacious enough to reconcile 
the Emperor of China, and the Cam of 
Tartary. | 


Theſe, and many others, all ſpeaking 
trumpets of a great city, were aſſem- 
| bled at my houſe, that evening, when I 
informed them of my intention to quit 
the ſtage, on which I had hitherto been 
employed, againſt my will, I here wiſh 
] was endowed with genius, and elo- 
quence enough, that I might give a 
uſetul and philoſophical lecture on the 
human heart; and diſplay the different 
ſtrains, in which they complimented 
me; while it was evident, that the 
tongues of many of them, in praiſing 
me, were at variance with their affection. 
The Count Nebbiano, my patron, as he 
choſe to fancy himſeit, ſpoke his ſenti- 
ſentiments firſt, - He ſaid, he highly 
| diſap- 


, 
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diſapproved of my reſolution ; as it 
would be of great diſadvantage to man- 
kind; and rob the Italian ſtage of the 
true model of good taſte, of moving 
eloquence, and of thoſe magic powers, 
which were even ſtrong enough to 
charm inanimate matter. I knew very 
well, that thoſe high flown ſentiments 
of his, were not ſincere. He was fond 
of Miſs Florimella :' he had done every 
thing in his power to oppoſe me, and fa- 
vour her, that ſhe might-not be obliged - 
to yield the ſuperiority to me: and he 
would have gone any lengths to re- 
eſtabliſh ker in her former rank. Per- 
ceiving that circumſtances now favoured 
his defire, he was for making a merit 


of his diſapprobations, and atoning to 


me for his paſt conduct. All his crea- 
tures were, neceſſarily, of his opinion 
and hence, he, and his party, and thoſe 
who were of oppoſite ſentiments, had a 


l a whether I did right, or 
| wrong, 
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g wrong, in giving up a profeſſion, in 
which | had acquitted myſelf with io 
much honour, | 


This diverſity of opinion redounded 
equally to my praiſe ; though it was 
not all dictated by fincerity. In one 
breath, they told me, I did wrong to 
quit a proteſſion, in which 1 ſo much 
excelled; in another, they approved of 
my leaving it off; becauſe nature had 
endowed me with talents for greater 
things; and the ſtage was too narrow 
a ſphere for me. Vaneſio took his op- 
portunity to throw in the hiſtory of 
other Actreſſes, whom he had known at 
London, and Paris. Septimius affured 
me of the approbation of the whole 
city, whoſe ſentiments he had collected 
from houſe to houſe, that very day. 
Tamburio ſtunned us with his noiſe; 
one while affirming, another while de- 
_ without knowing the ſubject in 

queſtion ; ; 
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queſtion : for, be took it for granted, 
that I declined playing, only becauſe 1 
had got a cold. Monſieur le Petit, 
for ſo we called the grave young man, 
threw in his mite, likewiſe.— He ſaid, 
he had ſeen a very curious edition of 
the Aſs of Apuleius, in which my name 
was written; from which he inferred, 
that the book had once been in my poſ- 
{cſſion, In ſhort, they were all eager 
to give their opinions; and they ſup- 
ported them with a good deal of warmth. 
But, I no ſooner oppoſed to their judg- 
ments, my reaſons for the ſtep I was 
taking, than they not only changed 
their minds, and approved it ; but, as 
if I could not have remembered what 
had paſſed a quarter of an hour before, 
they inſiſted, that they had, at firſt, 
thought I was right in my determina- 
ton ;—that I had miſunderſtood them; 


—and that they themſelves would have 
; 5 
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adviſed me to do as T intended, Such 

is the preſumption, the van. ty, the de- 
ceit of the human heart: it gives two 
colours to the ſame object; and would 
arrogantly juſtify its moſt glaring de- 
fedts, 4a W 


he 
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Roſara is reduced, by a Fit of Sickneſs, to 

the Point of Death, The Good 

; that re 2 to her from it. News 
. alermo. 


My only view in advertiſing my ac- 
quaintance of my intention to 

leave Milan, was, to efcape their cen- 
ſure ; as 1 well knew the truth of the 
proverb—That, the crazieſt wheel of 
the cart creeks moſt: and I flattered 
myſelf, they would ſpare my reputation, 
as I gave ſo much conſequence to their 
opinions, and advice. There I was not 
deceived: and, certainly, I was for- 
tunate, in avoiding the calumny of peo- 
ple, who were deſtitute of the ſpirit of 
, _ humanity, 
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humanity. As they had come over to 
my party, only to ſail with the current; 
which flowed. entirely in my favour, 
they were pleaſed to find, that they 
could perſue the ſame courſe, in paying 
court to me: for, the generality of them 
were not regulated by principle, but 
by mode, vanity, and intereſt. ' Miſs 
Florimella had brought me acquainted 
with them all : ſhe looked upon them 
all ennobled under her banners; and 
faithful to her cauſe; and, ſhe - payed 
them with an exact diſtribution of her 
ſmiles, and favours. When they per- 
ceived that I had outrivalled her,.in the 
eſteem of the public, and driven her 
from the throne, they grew aſhamed 
to follow the fortune of an unhappy 
queen, and came over to the victorious 
ide, concluding, that they ſhould meet 
with honourable terms, or, at leaſt, a 
kind reception. My profeſſion obliged 


me to Far reſpect to every body :. not 
becauſe 
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becauſe every one could be of ſervice to 
me; but, becauſe the vileſt, and moſt 
contemptible perion might do me an 
injury. I waved my direct reſentment 
agaàinſt their paſt actions; and endea- 
voured to ſhow them, in my behaviour, 


that 1 was neither unforgiving, nor in- 
ſenſible. Miſs Florimella, perhaps, did 


not obſerve this medium: perhaps, 
they, therefore, eſpouſed her cauſe more 
cordially, and were now glad to ingra- 
tiate themſelves with ker, by a pre- 
tended good office. They told her, 
that I had quitted my buſineſs, by their 
advice; which they had given me, that 


The might have an opportunity of re- 


covering her throne, which I had am- 
bitiouſly uſurped. She had grown a 


good deal more tractable than ſhe was 


efore : for, the bad conduct of her 
huſband, Girandola, made her fand! in 
need of every prop ſhe could get, to 
ſupport her. I became one of her belt, 


and 
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and deareſt friends: for I now no longer 
excited her jealouſy ; and her adorers 


now defended my reſolution, and my 


love of Lord B——; though they were 
lately my bitter enemies. I had ob- 


| tained my grand aim, which was, to ſtop 


their malevolent tongues ; and I cared 
little about the reſt. In two days, the 
whole town was full of my change of 


tuation; and I had the pleaſure to 


hear every body regret the loſs of me; 


though none preſumed to blame the 


motives of my departure. 


We expected to leave Milan, in a 


week, or ten days; and we were wait- 


ing for anſwers to our letters, from Pa- 
lermo ; which were to bring bills for 
Lord B-—'s long journey to France, 
when I caught a fever, from a cold 
which I had neglected: and, in a few 
days, I was brought to the brink of 
the grave. Every phyſician of any note 

in 
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in Milan, gave me his moſt diligent at- 
teadance z to which they were greatly 
induced, by the regard they had for me, 
and by the ſevere affliction of my lover. 
In proportion as my danger increaſed, 
his agony grew more extreme, For 
eleven days himſelf, and Don Cirillo, 
ſcarce ever left my bed - ſide; and I ſaw 
their ſufferings for me were ſo accute, 
that they gave me almoſt as much pain 
as my diſorder. For the moſt part of 
the time, I had my ſenſes, It was long 
before the fever affected my head; and 
I was only delirious for a day. Thus, 
as I was not deprived of my reaſon, I 
was not ſo much alarmed at the thoughts 
of death, which then threatened me, as 
I was mortified, when I reflected, that 
I had ſuffered ſo much for Lord B-—, 
and ſhould not, at laſt, have the hap- 
pineſs to marry him. In my ſituation, 
indeed, it appeared but a chimerical 
happineſs : and yet, I laid ſo much ſtreſs 


upon 
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upon it, that, I thought, if it was grant- 
ed me, I could die with more ſatisfac- 
tion. This ſentiment proceeded from 
my tenderneſs for Lord B—; and, 
likewiſe, from a principle of honour ; 
which made me deſirous of evincing to 
the world, the innocence of my paſt con- 
duct. When I was moſt ſeverely har- 


raſſed with the diſorder, I had this de- 


fire ſtrong in my mind; but I durſt not 
propoſe it, leſt I ſhould ſeem to diſtruſt 


the fidelity of my lover, and wound my 
future peace, if I ſhould ſurvive my 


malady. When, amongſt other cauſes 
of his grief, he expreſſed his ſorrow, 


that I ſhoul1 be ſnatched off, in the 


flower of my age. That is not the 
circumſtance, anſwered I, which makes 
« me loth to leave the world.” I pre- 
ſumed not to ſay any more; for I-want- 
ed him to gueſs it; when, alas! he was 
incapable of recollection. 


Though 
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Though did not explain theſe words, 
yet, my frequent repetition of them, 
made him, at length, ſuſpe& their im- 
port: and, I was fit to die with joy, 
when, on the tenth day of my ſickneſs, 
and before proper witneſſes, he cauſed 
our marriage to be celebrated in my 
chamber. I ſcarce had breath to ſpeak ; 
and yet I thanked him ſo ardently, for 
his unexpected good, and profeſſed my 
. tenderneſs for him with ſuch emotion 
and ſolemnity, that I melted the bye- 
ſtanders into tears. Thoſe who have 
been hypocrites all their lives, are often 
ingenuous when they come to die; — 
their honeſty, at that awful criſis, pro- 
ceeding from their farewet indifference 
for the eſtimation of mankind ;—their 
grave, their ſtrong, though unaffect- 
ed eloquence, with which their ſituation 
inſpires them, —and the tremendous 
Journey, on which they are bound,— -. 
all make the ſcene extremely {triking, 
Vor. III. H and 


— 


145 M E M OIRS of 


and pathetic. During the reft of the 
day, I repeatedly called tor death, to 
eaſe me of my ſufferings, I called for 
death, as the only means to make me 
die happy, in the delightful. name of 
wife, to the man I adored, and to pre- 
vent my living tormented with the fear 
that Lord B would be aſhamed of 
a wife, ſo unworthy of him by birth, 
however ſuitable to him however en- 
deared to him, by our mutual tender- 


neſs. 


My words were ſo many daggers to 
his heart, and diſſolved him in a flood of 
tears: but I could not avoid giving 
vent to my thoughts, with a veracity 
Proportionable to the awfulneſs of the 
conjuncture; when one cannot lie, 
without madneſs, or the moſt confirmed 
impiety. The next day I paſſed in the 
moſt violent agitation z of which 1 
was unconſcious : for the fever had de- 
lit prived 
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prived me of my ſenſes; and I taked 
in my uſual ſtrain, without knowing 
what I ſaid. The impreſſions. of the 
mind have a very ſenſible effect upon 
the corporeal frame: and, it is ſaid, 
that people have even died of ſudden 
and violent joy. I am not philoſopher 
enough to determine on ſubjects of this 
nature; but, I am fully perſuaded, that 
my pleaſure, in finding myſelf, at leaſt, 
married 'to Lord B , reſcued me 
from death. For, after the delirium of 

that day, which, perhaps, was owing to 
the laft deſpumation of the malignant 
humour, that fermented in my blood, 
I began ſo ſenſibly to recover, that, in 
two Uays, the phyficians judged me out 
of danger. My lover attributed this 
favourable turn, to the vigour of youth, 
and their attention; but, I think, I ra- 
ther ought to attribute it to his love; 


which, in uniting us, by wedlock, ad- 
miniſtered to me a moſt effectual cure. 


5 H 2 As 
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As our marriage was kept a ſecret, to 
prevent the volability of buſy tongues, 
the phyſicians had all the credit of my 
recovery, and were largely recompenſed 
for their trouble. 


Let me be here permitted to make 
-a ſhort reflexion, which will juſtify: the 
title to theſe Memoirs, and ſhow how 
much I have been the creature: of for- 
tune. The good events that I have 
had in life, have always reſulted to me 
from my calamities; as it may be con- 
ſtantly remarked. Who knows how 
much I might have ſuffered, . before J 
had been ſure of Lord B., had not 
my dangerous illneſs haſtened him to 
marry me, and prevented thoſe delays, 
which he might have allowed himſelf, 
had I continued in perfect health? 1 
ſhall ſoon come to a concluſion of this 
| hiſtory of my life: but, in the little of 
it which remains, it will be clearly ſeen, 

| that 
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that many obſtacles would have inter- 
vened betwixt me, and the confirma- 
tion of my happineſs, had it not been 
already ſecured. 


' Daring. my ſickneſs, letters came 
from Palermo, and two thouſand piſtoles 
for the Count, my huſband : (for the 
future, I may give him that appella- 
tion : ) and, about the ſame time, he 
received a letter from his aunt, at Paris, 
who preſſed him to be with her, as ſoon 
as poſſible, Our departure was only 
delayed till I was perfectly recovered ; 
and, in the mean time, I had the ſatiſ- 
faction to. receive letters from the moſt 
reſpectable people in Milan, in which 
they expreſſed the ſorrow they had felt 
for my dangerous indiſpoſition, and their 
Joy on hearing I was better, When, 
at length, we were to ſet off, within a 
day or two, a ſtranger arrived, who de- 
bred to ſpeak with | my husband; when, 
; 1 H 3 behold! 
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behold ! his Major- Domo, from Pa- 
lermo, entered my room, where the 
Count then was; and, after having ſur- 
priſed us a good deal with his unex- 
pected preſence, he ſurpriſed us yet 
more with the news ef the old Mar- 
chioneſs's death. After her ſon had 
given way to the firſt, tranſports of filial 
tenderneſs, the Major - Domo told us, 
that the unhappy lady, througn ſelf ac- 
cuſation, probably for her extrava- 
gancies, enjoyed not a moment's peace, 
after the unexpected departure of. the 
Count; but that her vanity had ſa much 
dominion over her, that ſhe would nor 
ſhow, by her conduct, ſhe had been 
guilty of an error; and, therefore, gave 
herſelf up a prey to chagrin, without ap- 
plying for any relief. This keen diſ- 
content, often fatal to the human con- 
ſtitution, but oftener fatal to a conſti- 
tution worn with years, brought her 
imperceptibly to the grave. She died 
. without 
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without any previous accute illneſs; . 
without any diſtinct warning of her ap- 
proaching change. She never mention- 
ed her ſon; nor made any diſpoſal of 
her eſtate: for, ſhe ſaid, ſne had time 
enough to think of bequeathing it, at 
her leiſure. 


The Count therefore, is now flawful . 
poſſeſſor of his mother's dowry, though 
all appearances had threatened him with 
the loſs of it, upon my account. I muſt. 
own the truth, if this misfortune had 
befallen him, it would have rankled in 
my heart, and embittered all my ſatis- 
faction. It muſt always hurt a true- 
lover, to bring any diſadvantage to the 
object loved: and, when we willingly 
ſacrifice the good of another, to our 
own ſatisfaction, it muſt be allowed, 
that we paſſionately love ourſelves. If 
women were as diſintereſted as they 
ought to be, in their connexions with 

H 4 men, 
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men, we ſhould be leſs accuſed by the 


other ſex than we are, of occaſioning 
their ruin ; and they would not, for the 
faults of a few, give a ſhocking deſcrip- 
tion of us all, in which we are more 
- diſtinguiſhed by our ſelfiſhneſs, than by 
our charms. We are ſo branded for 
want of generoſity, that a woman ſome- 
times ſays, in her defence. Don't 
« think I am like the generality of wo- 
« men;”—as if, to reſemble the gene- 
rality of women were a ſhame, 


e 
Y 
5 
& 
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Lord and Lady B 's arrival at Paris, 
The truly comic Charatter ſhe is 
there obliged to ſupport, though ſhe. 
is no longer @ Comedian. | 


] T will. be naturally expected -that 

the death of the Marchioneſs of 
B —— entirely altered the plan of our 
Paris-journey ; but it affected it very 
little. For after we had held a good 
deal of council with Don Cirillo, and 
the Major-Domo, who were both very 
deeply intereſted in our welfare, it was 
agreed upon that we ſhould only de- 
fer it for a week longer. We reflected 


that there was no ſurer method to re- 


concile the people of Palermo to our 
marriage, than to make them anxious 


for the Counts return ; and, likeviſe, 


I H 5 te 
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to make them apprehenſive that on my 
account he would not live amongſt 


them any more. I will not preſume to 


ſay that this equality of rank, which is 
in general ſo rigoroufly inſiſted on in 
marriage, 1s prejudicial to the world; 
as ſuch an aſſertion might ſeem partial 
in me: for univerſal opinion is entitled 
to ſome veneration; at leaſt, I do not 
think myſelf qualified to oppoſe it. 
Whatever was the motive which firſt 


introduced this law; and whatever is 


the motive which maintains it, I have 
nothing to fay againſt it; but I ſhall 
only obſerve with pleaſure that it has 
been abrogated, or gently interpreted in 
favour of many women who have lived 
before me; and many thouſands as well 
as myſelf, have come under it's ani— 
madverſion. We ſeldom ſcruple to do 
any act on, provided we can procure 
tor it the approhation of the world. It 
makes Jaws, and it likewiſe aſſumes a 
| right 
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right to diſpenſe with them; and though 
it very often contradicts itſelf in it's 
proceedings, it would be abſurd in us 
to call it to account when it's deciſions 
fall in with our wiſhes, We concluded 
that it would diſapprove of Lord 
B——'$s marriage on the firſt report of 
it; but we hoped, that when it was a 
little familiarized to it, and after we 
had got ſome great ones on our (ide, it 
would be more favourable to us in it's 
opinion, For theſe reaſons, we deter- 
mined not to go immediately to Pa- 
lermo, how preſſing ſoever the Count's 
relations might be for his return, The 
journey to Paris ſuited exactly with our 
views. When I had made a figure 
there, where my extraction was not 
known, we had reaſon to hope that 
on my return from that metropolis, 
the model of taſte, and elegance, and 
honoured with it's approbation, I ſhould 
find all Palermo prejudiced in my fas 

| H 6 * 


other Properties, was very avaricious, 
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vour ; and that forgetting the ſtation 
in which they had once ſeen me, they 
would only think of me, ſurrounded 
with my new glory—affluent in circum- 
ſtances—married to a nobleman—and, 
dignified with the ſanction of France. 


This reaſoning of ours was founded 
upon our daily experience of the world, 
which is almott totally governed by 
prejudice, and appearances. We, there- 
fore, determined to go to Paris before 
we returned to Palermo. Beſides, as 
the Count found I was deſirous to ſee 
that famous capital, before I ſequeſtered 
myſelf in a corner of Sicily, he would 
have been diſpoſed to gratify me, ſup- 
poſing the other conſiderations had been 
out of the queſtion. The Major-Domo 
had brought a good ſum of money 
with him for the uſe of his maſter. 
The late Marchioneſs, amongſt her 


and 


— 
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and lived with little ſhow in order to 
fave expence. Her extreme parſimony 
had put it now the more in the. power 
of her ſon to live agreeably to his rank, 
and his generoſity, He had appeared 
in Milan like a private traveling gen- 
tleman; he did not, indeed, want any 
convenience; but his figure was not 
ſplendid in the leaſt degree. He now 
equipped himſelf in a manner ſuitabie 
to his ſtation, that he might do honour 
to his aunt at Paris, and command the 
reſpect that was due to him from ſtran - 
gers. 


I was now raiſed from a low, to a 
high condition: I was not only pro- 
vided with all the requiſites for a lady 
of quality; but even a princeſs could 
hardly have deſired more, Cloaths, 
jewels, and other female ornaments 
were heaped upon me in ſuch profu- 
ſion that I was quite loſt in the variety 


of 
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of magnificence: and cried out every 
day enough, enough; for I knew not 
what to make of them. I did not co- 
habit with the Count till we ſet out for 
France, that I might avoid the cenſure 
of thoſe who were not acquainted with 
the truth of our adventures. We were 
four in this journey; Lord B and 
myſelf; Don Cirillo, and the Major- 
Domo; but we, likewife, took along 
with us two maids to attend upon me, 
and four footmen ; ſo that our train 
had ſomewhat of a courtly appearance. 


With this magnificent equipage we 
arrived at Paris fitteen days after our. 
departure from Milan; having ſtopped 
ſometimes to ſee whatever was moſt 
curious upon the road, After we had 
there provided ourſelves wich a proper 
lodging, and given ſtrict injunctions to 
to the ſervants to ſay nothing of our 


marriage, Lord B-— went to viſit 
N his 
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his aunt, who received him with open 
arms, and expreſſed her regret to him 
that he had not core to live with her. 


She ſeemed charmed with his agreea- 


ble mien, his eaſe, and gentility: and 
as the news of his mother's death had 


reached her, ſhe condoled with him on 


that accident, as relationſhip, and de- 
corum required, 


Then, ſhe naturally explained to 
him her motives for deſiring him to 


come to Paris after the death of her 


fon z but I have no mind to foreſtall 
them at preſent ; for I think it will con- 
tribute more to the pleaſure of the 


reader, not to inform him of them, till 


I came to the knowledge of them my- 
ſelf in the order of my hiſtory. 


It looked as if 1 had been deſtined 
to be a comedian even after J had left 
off the profeſſion, and -commenced a 


lady 
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lady of quality: for I had yet a ficti- 
tious character to ſupport, which had 
the deſired effect, and ſucceeded to 
tny advantage. When the Count re- 
turned from his aunt's he deſired me to 
put on my beſt cloaths, and make her 
a viſit with Don Cirillo : but he bade 
us obſerve that we were to pais for man 
and wife; that he had ſaid we were; 
and that at a proper time he would give 


us his realons for ſo doing. 


The propoſal at firſt ſet me a laugh- 
ing; if I had not been already married 
to Lord B it would have given 
me ſome uneaſineſs, But as I per- 
ceived he was tranquil and ſerene, I 
ſet about gratifying him with equal 
eaſe, and chearfulneſs. Don Cirillo {aid 
ſo many witty, and gallant things on 
the part he was to play with me, that 
they afforded us a long entertainment, 
The undertaking was not difficult either 

| to 
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to him, or me : for as he was a poet, 
and I was a comedian: neither the one, 
nor the other could be a novice in the 
arts of fiction. | 


Indeed we ſupported our little drama 
with no ſmall dexterity. I ſoon found 
that the Marchioneſs of N con- 
cluded I was an Italian; that Lord 
B— was my humble ſervant; that 
he had ſo long deferred his journey 
to Paris upon my account; and that 
at length I had accompanied him thi- 
ther; becauſe I could not bear the 
thoughts of being ſeparated from him. 
We made no ſcruple to ſecond her opi- 
nion; and we did it ſo effectually that 
ſhe honoured me with her confidence 


from that very day; and promiſed to 


make me acquainted with all the gen- 
teeleſt people of Paris, which accord- 
ingly ſhe did in a very little time. 


[ 
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I always had a particular happineſs 
in gaining people's affections; and I 
experienced it remarkably on this oc- 
caſion. In leſs than a month I found 
myſelf ſuch a favourite of the Mar- 
chioneſs, that ſhe could hardly be with- 
out me for a ſingle moment. As the 
French are not much prejudiced in fa- 
vour of the Italians, as we have not all 
that vivacity which their climate, and 
education give them, ſhe looked upon 
me to be a prodigy of wit, as I had a 
caſt of originality about me, and was 


as talkative as any Pariſian amongſt 


them, If they had known in what 
ſchool I had been educated, they would 
not have been ſurprized at my pert- 
neſs; and I really think they would not 
have loved me the leſs. Whilſt I was 
endeavouring to endear myſelf more, 
to the lady, I often aſked the 
Count why he firſt put me x a ap- 


pearing in this borrowed character. 
| For 
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For a long time he refuſed to ſatisfy 
my enquiry ; but at length he was ex 
plicit with me, waen he ſaw that I had 
thoroughly ingratiated myſelf © with 
Lady N—. You "muſt know, ſaid 
he, I had planned this whole ſcene to 
keep myſelf upon a good footing with 
my aunt; who intended that I ſhould 
marry the lady that was to have been. 
her ſon's wife if he had lived. | 


I was not at all alarmed at her lady- 
ſhip's ſcheme z becauſe it could no 
longer affect me: but I was ſurprized 
that he too this method of waving her 
deſign, when, if he had declared chat 
he was already married to me it muſt 
neceſſarily have been laid aſide. You 
are very much out, ſaid he, in your 
judgment: I muſt not barely refuſe my 
aunt; but I muſt refuſe her without 
any danger to myſelf: and in order to 
effect my aim I wanted to fix you in 

her 


pated: and I was now determined to 
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her good graces, that my refuſal might 


be the leſs grating to her. I aſſure 
you, upon my honour, I am ſo far from 
repenting of this poetical invention, 
which, if you don't know ſo much, 
was {uggeſted to me by Don Cirillo, 
that I already ſee the good effects that 
will flow from it. Go on as you have 
begun ; and when the time comes for 
laying aſide the maſk, I will tell you 
how to take it off in the moſt graceful 
manner. 


Theſe words ſet me at eaſe: and I 
made no further enquiries : I was only 
affronted at Don Cirillo for not thinking 
me capable of keeping a ſecret of this 
nature, He excuſed himſelf, by ſaying, 
that he was afraid of throwing me into 
ſome apprehenſion ; as he knew me to 
be timorous, and ſuſpicious in love. 
My doubts were, therefore, all diſſi- 


be 
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be more induſtrious than ever in win- 
ing the Marchionels's heart com- 
pletely; which I had already ſuffici- 


ently influenced in my favour. 


To gain my end, I made uſe of a 
piece of art familiar enough to my ſex, 
and which I imparted to the Count for 
his approbation. I propoſed to pre- 
tend that I was going to return to 
Italy, and that I was called thither 
by urgent affairs. She was extremely 
ſhocked when we tried our device 
upon her; and begged of Lord B 
to detain me, that ſhe might not now 
be deprived of my company, which, 
as ſhe was pleaſed to ſay, gave her in- 
expreſſible ſatisfaction. 


We played the ſcene ſo naturally, 
that it was more than once warmly de- 
bated in her preſence, betwixt the 
Count and me, whether or no we ſhould 

| ſoon 
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ſoon go back to Italy, as if we had been 
really agitating a ſerious queſtion, and 
differed much in the -determination of 
it, I ſhould almoſt be tempted to com- 
mit our dialogues to paper, did I not 
reflect that I am writing a hiſtory of 
my life, and not a comedy. Strange 
are the caprices of fortune! When [ 
was in a company of players ſhe put 
me out of love with a proteſſion, which 
I was ngw exerciſing for my pleaſure, 
with this difference only, that I for- 
merly exhibited fictitious characters in 
a full theatre, whereas I was now act- 
ing but before a few. Perhaps one 
who had not been bred to the ſtage 
would not have executed her part ſo 
well; and, therefore, nothing in this 
world ought too much to alarm, or 
diſguſt us: becauſe fortune often leads 
us to the end we ourſelves propoſed 
by means that are quite contrary to our 
views, and inclinations: perhaps thoſe 


very 
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very means were *neceſſary to the ac- 
quiſition of that end; though ſuper- 
ficial judges were of a different opi- 
nion, who decide from appearances ; 
whoſe groſs minds are only ſtruck with 
what falls immediately under their 
ſenſes : and who are too (ſtupid to image 
the connexion betwixt the preſent, and 
the future ; merely becauſe the future 
ſucceeds the preſent, and is hidden from 
their eyes. 


C HAN 
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CAP. XL. 


The Marchioneſs's firſt Light into the De- 
ceit Lady B-— had put upon her, in 
perſonating the Wife of Don Cirillo, — 
Lady B——'s Fears that ſhe had of- 

_fended ber. | 


1 intrigue of every comedy muſt, 
at length; be unravelled; and it 
was now time for the plot of mine to 
be cleared up. It's concluſion was no 
leſs whimſical than it's beginning; and, 
I ſhall beg leave to recount it at large, as 
a proof of that ſincerity, which has all 
along guided my hand, in writing theſe 
Memoirs. As the Marchioneſs now 
could never, almoſt, be without me, a 


fund for entertaining her often failed 


me; and I was glad to throw out any 
ſub;act 
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ſubject of diſcourſe which came into my 
head, It had, more than once, fallen 
in my way, to tell her, that Don Cirillo, 
my ſuppoſed huſband, was fond of lite- 
rature, and had a conſiderable reputation 
in poetry. One day, amongſt others, 
when his ſtudies were our topic, I pro- 
poſed to entertain the Marchioneſs with 
one of his compoſitions, if ſhe would 
vouchſafe to hear it.—She was very de- 
ſirous to hear one, and begged of me to 
tepeat it immediately; but I had none 
by heart, and only one about me, which 
was the very laſt I ſhould have ſhown 
her ; becauſe it was compoſed on Lord 
Bs marriage and mine. I ought, 
| likewiſe, to have concealed it, that I 
might have ſpared myſelf the pain of 
reciting my own praiſes. But, as the 
ode was applicable to the marriage of 
any other perſon, I thought I.might 
fatelh;gratify. her with it: for, it was 
impoſſible for me to foreſee what actual- 
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ly happened. ' Suppreſting,” herefire! 
the particular occaſion of the poem, I 
took it out of my pocket, and read it to 
the Marchioneſs, with all that warmth, 
and expreſſion, which will be allowed 
4 theatrical lady, who had been famous 
in her profeſſion. 1 always ſet fo much 
value upon Don Cirillo's performances, 
that I have promiſed to eombelliſh theſe 
fimple pages with them. I muſt there, 
fore, keep my word throughout, and, 
hkewiſe, tranſcribe my Epithalamium. 


CUPID and HYMEN, 
1654032 1. ofha: Oro: : 
3 3+ X | P * 99 ö 


T*. HE patron of the e choin 
Raiv'd in my breaſt has oe 


0 
. 


Gee 

My mind, high borne, on Fiteytiarlags, 
Ardent I ſtruck a * ſtrings. ry 
TTW II. 
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Stretched in a ſoft Italian bower, 
Shade foſt'ring my poetic power. 
Oh! gentle Nymph, thy virtuous praiſe 
Was the fond ſubject of my lays. 


III. 


When, lo, two boys, as Venus fair, 

With glowing cheeks, diſhevell'd hair, 

Stood ſuddenly before my eyes; 

»>—— I check'd' my numbers, through 
ſurprize. 


5 IV. 

'Hood-winked was one \ his. Aaxen 
. hair, 

Waritonly floated in the air: 

Wings, bow, he had, and gold en darts; 


nn till of human hearts. 
u Les va en o . 
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The other, with an honeſt mein, 
Attendant beſt, on beauty's queen, 
Waved his bright torch, whoſe hallow d 


flame 
Sheds bleſſings on the virtuous dame. 


VI. 


This brilliant arrow doſt thou ſee? 
Then ſaid the god of love to me; 

A keener ſhaft, or one more bright, 
* Ne'er from my quiver took its flight, 


VII. 


By this, at length, Roſara found, 
That I the coyeſt heart could wound: 


| hd pierced her's: her blood, 
| _ © behold, | yt 
4 e the burniſh of the gold. 


5 VIII. 
What ute was I not nden "=P 


| . Ere I could make her feel my ſway ; 
« What 
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« What toils, what watchings did 1 


prove, 


Like other nymphs, to alle her love! 
IX, | 


In winter's cold, and ſummer's flame 
] chac'd the unſubmitting dame: 
* And, oft deſpairing of my prey, 
I threw my bow and ſhafts away. 


X. 


But I, at length, her pride have broke, 
And bound her in my ſilken yoke; 
That yoke, which all conditions bear, 
The wiſe, the valliant and the fair. 


XI. 


©*Twas I then only who could lower 
Her pride, by my reſiſtleſs power; 
And yet, the boy, whom here you ſee, 
* Would wreſt the honour due to me. 


I ; XII. 
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XII. 


I claim the privilege to ſhed 

© Sweet * er the nuptial bed; 

« Fluſh, with freſh charms, the bios 
* ing fair, 


And creun with joys, the happy Pas 


xill. 


© Begone then quickly from my lebt, 
Avoid my wrath, by timely flight: 

The queen of peact and ſmiles, I fear, 
Our ſtrife, unthinking youth, may hear. 


XIV: | 


6 Know, bold wand'rer ! nnen fern 
n 


Thou never ſhalt my motions guide ; 


© Unterrified, by thee, I ſtay, 


On if I chuſe it, go away 
| RV. | £ 


«© Licentious vagrant every heart, 
6 By! thee, thouſay i isdoomed to . 
But 
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Bat, what great triumph doſt thou 
galn, 
In couling univerſat pain ? 


XVI. * 


0 When nn haſt done the cruel * 

Haſt cauſed ſome tender heart to 
bleed; my | 

Thou, ruthleſs tyrant, doſt forego * 

Amme plunged in woe. 

XVII. j 


0 But L the fair-one 8 boſom * | 
And turn thy poifon into balm. 


4 1 teach her virtuous joys to feel 
—— T's thine to wound, — mine to 
1 « Beal. | 
XVIII. 


1, to 3 gentle maid, 

* Adminiſtred my welcome aid, 

[. And footh'd to peace her worthy breaſt, 
- BY thy barbargty chlloels's. . 

n 14. XIX. 
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A ſſiduous ever in my care. 
© To her this ſacred torch I bear. 


* Thy ſcorching fire I mean to tame, 
And ſubſtitute my lambent flame. 


XX. 
Wilt thou my baſeneſs then diſclaim, 
* And make thy wickedneſs thy fame: 


And, muſt a blind preſumptuous knave 
The friend of human nature brave ? 


XXI. 
* To Venus doſt thou chuſe to go, 
Stript of thy arrows and thy bow ; - ' 
Or, with my torch, how wouldſt thou 
£  _ Fon 7 
To ſee thy wings diſſolve in air? 


XXII, 


He ſaid; and ſhook his torch : 1 ole 
1 Celeſtial anger to compoſe; 


3 


| « And 
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© And cried — Your keen reſentmegg 
ceaſe; 
© Be kindred deities, at peace. 


XXIII. 


This generous bride would wiſh to 
* own 

The genial power of either throne ; 

And ſhe ſo lively, honeſt, fair, 

Of either god, deſerves the care. 


XXIV. 


And if two deities will hear 

My judgment, with a patient ear, 
, though no Paris, may aſſign, 

« Stations, to you, of heavenly line, 


XXV. 


* Cupid, do thou Roſara's face 

And eyes exalt, with heavenly grace 
* There let thy ardent influence rove, 
And let her ſpeak the ſtile of love. 


I 5 XXVI. 
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R XXVI 
And, Hymen, be it thy good part 
To govern {till her generous heart; 


* And let fair truth for ever bloom, 
* There, from the altar to the tomb. 


| XXVII. 
Le miniſters of bliſs repair, 1 
* (Yol're both contented) to the fair; 
Protect her ſtill from mortal harms; 
* Watch o'er her heart and o'er her 


* charms.? 
XXVIII. 


Tſaw my verdict could aſſuage 
A torrent of immortal rage: 
1 ſmiled, — and from my fight with- 


drew, 


Diffuſing fragrance as they flew. 


Before 1 rea this ode of Don Cirillo's 
to Lady N, I did not reflect that 


my name was often made uſe of in it: 
12 and 


and I had not preſence of mind enough 
to ſubſtitute another, that would run 
with the meaſure. Hence it was, that 
ſhe aſked me who this Roſara was, that 
was ſo highly celebrated by my ſuppoſed 
huſband : for ſhe was ſo much preju- 
diced in my favour, that ſhe thought na 
perſon, except myſelf, could deſerve 
ſuch delicate praiſes. I cluded the art - 
ful queſtion, by pretending that this 
compolition was written in honour of 
a Milaneſe lady, a friend of mine, who 
was of the ſame name with me: but L 
bluſhed to ſuch a degree, while I ſpoke, 
that the Marchioneſs ſuſpected the truth 


= 


of the matter, and rallied me for want: 


of ſincerity. 


In the midſt of her banter, her no- 
phew came in; who, when he heard the 
cauſe of ir, ſaid, with a ſmile, to the 
Marchioneſs, Suppoſe now, madam, 
this ode was really written in praite of 

I 6 her? 
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her ?—IF it were ſo, replied ſhe, I ſhould 
only ſay, that ſhe deſerves much more ; ; 
and that this poem, as written by her 
husband, is certainly ſincere. But, as 
Don Cirillo has a turn for Epithalami- 
ums, I ſhall defire him to write one for 
you when you are married. At theſe 
words we looked earneſtly at each other, 
and could hardly keep from laughing. 
Oh! madam, anſwered he, Don Cirillo 
has already compoſed an epithalamium 
for my marriage. Already? faid ſhe; 
and pray may not I fee it, as I am the 
main promoter of the match ?—You 
have already ſeen it, madam, anſwered 
the-Count; and I now only want to have 
your comment upon it. How, ſaid ſhe? 
—— She was going on; but, he had 
already left” the room, without giving 
her time to finiſh her queſtion, * 


His myſterious diſcourſe made her a 
rate nn but un not reach its 
_ dritt: 


4 ACTRESS. 18: 
drift : for ſhe hadnot previouſly enter - 
tained the leaſt ſurmiſe of our plot. She 
was for having me give her ſome more 
light into the matter; but I evaded an 
explicit anſwer; and told her I could 
not clear up the ambiguity of the 
Count's jeſt : but, that I would uſe my 
utmoſt endeavours to come at he bottom 
of it, in order to ſatisfy her curioſity. 
We dropped the ſubject for that time: 
but I was a good deal perplexed about 
the conſequences which might fullow it. 
She could not, indeed, unmarry us:— | 
there I was ſecure: yet, notwithſtand- 
ing, it grieved me very much to think 
that I ſhovld be found guilty of any 
deceit, with a lady, who had honoured 
me with her tenderneſs, and friendſhip: 
and I had great reaſon to fear, from a 
gloom which I ſaw already hanging 
about her, that her reſentment would 
be very warm whenever ſhe ſheuld diſ- 
cover the truth, I knew not but ſhe 

might 
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might have entered into very ſtrong 
engagements with the Lady whom ſhe 
intended for her ne phew's wife: I had 
great reaſon to fear that they might 
make againſt me; and, that her ſhame, 
on finding herſelf deceived, might 
make her conſtrue our ſtratagem into an 
offence, which very preſumptuouſly and 
groſsly attacked the reſpectable cha- 
rafter of Lord B——“ s aunt, and my 
benefactreſs, and friend. | 
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N 


Roſara's Converſation with the Marchi- 
in which ſhe deſires her 


oneſs of N 
to perſuade ber Nephew to marry. 


AFEW days after this accident the 
Marchioneſs took me apart, and 


held a diſcourſe with me which very much 
embarraſſed me for an anſwer My 


dear friend, ſaid ſhe ro me, the more 1 
reflect on my uephew's repugnancy to 


marry, the leſs I-can divine the cauſe 


of it, I can never bring him to de- 


termine to take a wife, and yet he never 
gives me an abſolute denial. I have 


a match in view for him, aud I don't 


think I could propoſe to him a more 


eligible one in all France, The lady 


has many ſuitors; and it has required 


© | a 
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all my weight to keep her unfixed in 
her choice till | ſhould be able to ex- 
tort my nephew's reſolution. I don't 
ſay that ſhe is one of the firſt rank in 
the kingdom. I was never very ſcru- 
pulous on that article: and I am of 
opinion that nothing more than a rea- 
ſonable ſhare of wealth, with good 
_ perſonal qualities is requiſite to make 
the married ſtate happy, and that they 
confer ſufficient dignity upon it. Miſs 
P—— has a fortune ſufficient to make 
many families cut a handſome figure, 
though indeed, ours, I thank Heaven, 
ſtands in need of no acceſſion to its opu- 
lence. Reſtleſs mortals that we are! 
we are never rich enough; becaule our 
expences have no bounds: and the 
freaks of imagination augmenting in 
proportion to our abilities, we often be- 
come poor in the midſt of affluence. As 
my nephew knows the world, as he is 
young, and has a good faſte, he ought 

to 
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to be ſenſible of the force of theſe ob- 

ſervations, and regulate his conduct 

accordingly. Why then does he not 

accept the match which I have pro- 

poſed to him ? It was chiefly on account 

of it that I ſent for him fo preſlingly 
WF | 


" Caaji it be true. my bread, that your 
ant and his for each other is wrought 
up to the force of paſſion, and that it 
makes him, and, perhaps, you too, vie w 
this marriage with diſguſt, and terror? 
Ah!] let not this be. There is no room 
for it in an age, and country where the 
duties of man and wife, and a genteel 
friendſhip may ſubſiſt together. Should 
the Count, my nephew, marry Miſs 
P—— you need not loſe him on that 
ſcore; but becauſe you will have no- 
thing to fear from a rivat- who will be 
much your inferior in beauty, and vi- 
vacity; and, likewiſe, becauſe ſhe muſt 

content 
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content h erſelf with being his wife; and 
muſt not think of debarring him of a 
faſhionable gallantry, which ſhe her- 
ſelf muſt like wile carry ont; unleſs ſhe 
has a mind to war with univerſal cuſ- 
tom,—No, my friend; I will not think, 
you are weak enough to fear that you 

will be prejudiced in the heart of my 
nephew by à wife, "who will glory in 
bving' you as much as him, when the 
finds how mach vou are loved by me. 
Let us break off. then theſe obſtacles | 
and delays: and be you che firſt to 
perſuade him to a ftep which will re- 
dound a good deal both to your honour 
and advantage. I affure you, if you 
bring this treaty to à conclufion, you 
will not only very much oblige me, 
hut, likewiſe,” de 4 very great favour 
tg che young lady, whofe warmeſt gra- 
 ritude, and friendſhip you may expect 
in return for your good office: and I 


Bn &- 1 
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am ſure it will bring ou a conſiderable. 
emolument: though I know this cir- 
cumſtance will be the leaſt inducement 
with a perſon of your n to act 
dee. | 


1 ſee very clearly what influence you 
have over the Count; and that a word to 
you is ſufficient to make him determine 
even againſt his will. Take my word 
for it, you ſhall have no cauſe. to rey 
pent of -your application z and if you 

in nothing elſe by it, you may be cer: 
tain I. hall always acknowledge it with 


* maternal tenderneſs. 4 


Here the Marchioneſs was filent; 1 
and I was ſilent too: for I knew not at 
once what anſwer to make her. I was 
unwilling to refuſe the Marchioneſs's 
requeſt ; left I ſhould ſeem jealous, ot 
be' thought rude : and I was, likewife, 
forh to comply with it; 'leſt, whenever 

the 
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the truth came out, ſhe might think I 
had carried my fiction to an inſolent 
heigth. To ſteer the gentle medium, 
J told her I was not ſatisfied that I had 
ſo much weight with Lord B-—, 
as ſhe imagined; and that he had never 
faid a word to me of the match which 
ſhe intended for him. I told her [ 
had as great a regard for the Count as 
could conſiſt with the laws of honour : 
I, therefore, thought it my duty as his 
friend to have his intereſt at heart, as 
warmly as my own. And nothing 
would give me more ſatisfaction than a 
marriage which would be ſo agreeable 
to his aunt, and fo edvantageous to him- 
ſelf. Here I attempted an artful ſtroke; 
J wanted to ſound the mind of the 
Marchioneſs thoroughly, and ſee what 
I could hope from her in my circum- 
ſtances. I obſerved to her, that in re- 


ficing on his unwillingneſs to marry 
: it 
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it came into my head that there might 
be a previous engagement betwixt him 
and ſome Italian lady, which her lady- 
ſhip, and I knew nothing of : for ſhe 
was not let much into his affairs; and I 
had only for a few months been ho- 
noured with his acquaintance, 


If he has any previous engagement, 
anſwered the Marchioneſs, why does he 
not.in the name of Heaven, inform me 
of it, Far ſhould it be from me to 
controul his affections: my chief aim 
is to make him happy, not to make 
him rich : for riches and happineſs are 
not always aſſociates. But what ſort 
of an engagement can that be which 
ſuffers him to be ſo much yours, and 
gives him up to you undiſputed ? J 
ſhould be ſorry for my nephey if Italy 
abounded in ladies like you; and I 
heartily wiſh that you were at liberty, 
and that he payed his addreſſes to you : 

in 
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in that caſe, I aſſure you, I would not 
preſume to make the leaſt oppoſition to 
his deſires; nay, I would take a pride 
in promoting ſuch a marriage. But 
my deareſt Roſara, can Italy droduce 
a lady like you or Miſs P — can the 
Count heſitate betwixt the choice of 
either of you, and any woman of that 
country? 


The Marchioneſs had faid enough to 
convince me ſhe was ſo far pre 1 
in my favour, that ſhe would" by no 
means be ſhocked whenever ſhe ſhould 
come to know that Lord B. had 
married me. But a tickliſh doubt till 
remained: perhaps the Marchioneſs 
talked in this manner, as ſhe concluded 
i was a lady;——ſhould ſhe come to 
the knowledge of my birth, and edu- 
cation, ſhe might probably change her 
language. I was, likewiſe, for trying 


her ſentiments with regard to this point; 
| and 
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and I ſet about the inquiry without 
much fear: fot when ſhe had in the for · 
mer part of the converſation mentioned 
Miſs P——s high rank, ſhe told me 
it was a circumſtance the did not pay 
much regard to. 1, therefore; told her 
ſhe did me too much honour in putting 
me upon a footing with Miſs: PE: 
tor in reſpect to wealth and extraction. 
was a mere cypher in the world. 
Very hne, truly, replied her ladyſhip: 
have I bot already told you that I make 
very little account of theſe ſhadows of 
worth? And pray, after all, what is 
Miſs P that you may not be com- 
bared with her 2 Her father was onde a 
teceiver uf the (king's revenues; and: if 
we mount upwards to her grand-father, 
and givat-grantfather, | we ſhall find 
they were little better; perhaps, indeed, 
à great deal worſe. What has been, is 
over; and «preſent ſplendour ſupported 
with prudence. and public eſteem, ei- 
hs hag faces 
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faces the obſcurity of the meaneſt origin 
Do you know that Mrs. G——, whom 
you talked with t'other night at the 
play, and by whom you/ſaw the bright- 
eſt ſtars of our hemiſphere were at- 
tracted; do you know that I have heard 
her ſing in that very theatre, wherein 
you ſee her ſhine with ſo much pomp, 
and grandeur? Theſe occurrences do 
not deſerve the name of phenomena 
they are not rare enough to ſtrike thoſe 
with wonder who are acquainted with 
human nature, and boa viddhrodes by 


fortune. = 1 | 
00 340. Of — « | ANT 


Theſe minds of the e 

mate a good deal for my purpoſe; an = 
I thought I: had now drawn enough out 
of her. I promiſed her ladyſhip that 1 
would uſe the utmoſt of my endea- 
vours to come at the Count's reaſons 
for declining the match which ſhe had 
oficred him before 1 urged him to ac- 
e 1 | _ cept 


and who, on hearing Lord B 
* , talked of, ſaid he had known him at 
Naples; and was very deſirous of hav- 
ing the honour to pay his reſpects to 
him in perſon. I will ſend him to your 
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cept it. And here our converſation 


ended. Thus I engaged to do nothing 


which had the appearance of bare- 
faced falſehood : nay, J had been pre- 
paring to come to the cloſe of our co- 
medy, which could not now laſt much 
longer. Juſt as I was going to take 
my leave of the Marchioneſs, and re- 
turn to our lodgings, Lord BZ 
came to call upon his aunt; and kept 
me a little longer with her that we 
might go home together. On this oc- 
caſion ſhe told him a piece of news, 
which before had eſcaped her memory. 
She ſaid ſhe had a ſervant in the houſe 


who had juſt returned from fetrling 


ſome buſineſs of his own at Bourdeaux; 


houſe, added ſhe; you will find him a 
Vol. III. K man 


faces the obſcurity of the meaneſt origin 
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Do you know that Mrs. G——, whom 
you talked with Yother night at the 
play, and by whom you/ſaw the bright- 
eſt ſtars of our hemiſphere were at- 
trafted'; do you know that I have heard 
her !ſing in that very theatre, wherein 
you ſee her ſhine with ſo much pomp, 
and grandeur? Theſe occurrences do 
not deſerve the name of phænomena; 


they are not rare enough do ſtrike thoſe 


with wonder who are acquainted with 


human nature, and the viciſſitudes of 


N For 
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; Theſe mh of the Marghiqneſs too 
malle a good deal for my. purpoſe : and 
thought I: had no dra wn enough out 
of her. I promiſed her ladyſhip that I 
would uſe the utmoſt of my endea- 
vours to come at the Count's reaſons 


for declining the match y hich ſhe had 


oficred him before 1 urged, him to/2c- 


e 1 cept 


Am ACTRESS. 193 


cept it. And here our converſation 
ended. Thus I engaged to do nothing 
which had the appearance of bare- 
faced falſchood : nay, 1 had been pre- 
paring to come to the cloſe of our co- 
medy, which could not now laſt much 
longer. Juſt as I was going to take 
my leave of the Marchionels, and re- 
turn to our lodgings, Lord BZ 
came to call upon his aunt; and kept 
- me a little longer with her that we 
might go home together, On this oc- 
caſion ſhe told him a piece of news, 
which before had eſcaped her memory. 
She ſaid ſhe had a ſervant in the houſe 
who had juft returned from ſettling 
AY ſome buſineſs of his own at Bourdeaux; 
| and who, on hearing Lord B 
talked of, ſaid he had known him at 
Naples; and was very deſirous of hav- 

ing the honour to pay his reſpects to 

him in perſon. I will ſend him to your 

houſe, added ſhe; you will find him a 

Vol. III. K man 
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man of vivacity, and acutenets He! 
am afraid he is wanting in point of 
diſcretion. She ſaid no more of him; 
and we took our leave of her withour 
troubling our heads much about this 


domeſtic. 


In our way home, I gave Lord B-— 
an account of the long dialogue ] had 


with the Marchioneſs, with which he 


was highly pleaſed. Though, indeed, 
his whole aim was to approve his con- 
duc to her, and to the world. The 
expectation of inheriting her fortune 
did not enſlave him, and Halte him be- 
tray his own happineſs. Selfſhneſs, 
was never his failing. He was quite 
the reverſe of his metner; and employ- 
ed his thoughts more how to expend, 
then how to accumulate. And as his 
fortune was ſuperior to that of many 
of his rank, his great care was, after 


he had made an allowance for things 
ſuitable 
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fuitable to his ſtation, to appropriate 
the overplus to the relief of want, and 
the encouragement of neglected merit. 
If we could inſpire his ſentiments into 
the breaſts of all the wealthy, the world 
would be far leſs overſpread with miſery 
than it is; and their riches would then 
throw a noble ſplendour around them, 
which, according to the common courſe 
of the world, are locked up in coffers, 
or ſquandered on the comfortleſs pur- 
chaſe of ſenſual pleaſures : hence their 
money either makes itſelf wings, and 
| flees away, and leaves them in the moſt 
abject diſtreſs; or elſe death tears them 
from their beloved treaſure: for he 
neither will be bribed to let them ſtay 
with their hoard ; nor will he ſuffer 
them to take it with them, 


7 


2 C2. 4:P, 


196 MEMOIRS / 


CHAP. XIII. 


The Surprize Lord and Lady B are 
 * thrown into, by the Marchioneſs's Ser- 
' vant. The riſk they run of having 
their Secret divulged by, him. 
Their timely Prevention of that Diſ- 
eovery. 


TJ 2v4nps the evening of that 
ſame day, word was brought the 


Count, who was then with me, that a 
domeſtic of Lady N-——'s was below, 


and begged to ſpeak with him. He re- 
collected what ſhe had told us in the 
morning, and ordered him to be ſent 
in. The reader will eaſily imagine, that 
I was not a little ſurprized to ſee 
my father appear before us; who did 


nor 
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not know me at firſt : for time, and 
dr.ſs, had made a con derable change 
in my appearance, The Count, in 
his turn, hardly knew him again; 
for he had only ſeen him once 
or twice at Naples: but when he learar, 
from my confuſion, who he was, he was 
no leſs aſtoniſhed than myſelf. After 
our. ſurprize, at ſo unexpected a ren- 
counter was over, the Count charged 
my father not to diſcover to any perſon 
that I was his daughter, till ke bimſelf 
could reveal it without any hazard. I 
have already given the character of my 
father; who, though he was a very ri- 
diculous man upon the whole, yet, had 
he been endowed with ſteadineſs, and 
prudence, had underſtanding and plauſi- 
bility enough to have made his fortune. 
————-Ah! my Lord, anſwered he, do 
you think I am ſuch a fool as to diſcre- 
dit my daughter by babbling ? It I had 
ever dreamt that ſhe was to be a Coun- 

K 3 teſs, 
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teſs, I would have been fo far from ſulz- 
mitting to ſerve, in order to gain a live- 
lihood, that I would have pretended 1 
was a deeayed nobleman; and thus 
have endeavoured to lve by the com- 
paſſion of others. Since the accident 
which befell her at Naples, I have al- 
ways concluded ſhe was dead; nor ſhall 
I now enquire of you how ſhe eſcaped; 
as it is evough for me, that ſhe is alive, 
and in a flouriſhing ſtation : and I, like- 
wile, hope that a ray of her fortune will 
delc.nd upon me.——As for me, I am 
ſo far from diſclofing my affairs to any 
one, that it is an invariable rule with 
me, to give an account of my circum- 
' ſtances quite oppoſite to their real ſtare. 
If we have but talents to act on this 
wide theatre of the world, it is always 
in our power to aſſume a thouſand dif- 
ferent characters, without detection, a- 
midſt the innumerable multitude of 
mankind. I have always had the good 

fortune 
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fortune to make the world believe me 
whatever I choſe to paſs for: but, | ne- 
ver gave myſelf out for what I really 
was. I have changed my country every 
year ; —and every year my character, 
I have ſeen other fellow-adventurers 
ſucceed by this plan ; for which reaſon 
have adhered to it. —T'other day, I 
met with an old acquaintance of mine, 
whom I knew in England; and, I found 
he there played the regular phyſician 
though I knew him to be a mere moun- 
tebank.—I knew another, who who paſſ- 
ed himſelf off in Naples, for ſecretary to 
the prince of P-—; though I have 
ſeen him ſtand at his Highneſs's back, 
and ſerve him with a glaſs of wine, —l 
knew a third, who paſſes for a man of 
Letters; though I have ſeen him in the 
quality of prompter to Mr. Marbell's 
company of comedians ; nay, he was 
even candle-ſnuffer upon occaſion. — 
Why then may-not I give mylelf out 

K 4 for - 
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for a gentleman of birth; eſpecially, as 
my daughter is now a lady? Don't 
wagine, my lord, that 1 will make a 
wrong ule of the ſecret with which you 
have <ntruſted me. TI will immedi- 
atcly fall upon ſome pretext to get a 
diſmiſſion from my lady's ſervice; and 


I will go and live in ſome other country, 


under a character, upon a footing with 
your own. . If you would only be 
pleaſcd to give me a hundred louis, you 
ſhould ſoon ſee, by the public prints, 
that ſome foreign country was honoured 
with the arrival of a Chineſe nobleman. 


He would ſtill have run on with his 
voluble eloquence, had not the Count 
ſtopped his mouth, by paying him im- 
mediately down the money he deſired, 
and ordering him to leave Paris as ſoon 
as he could, by iome fair pretence, which 


might prevent the ſuſpicions of the 
Marchioneſs. We thought we had 


purchaſed 
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purchaſed our quiet at a very cheap 
rate, in thus ridding ourſelves of a per- 
ſon, who, by his extravagant and ſhame- 
ful politics, did me ſo little honour.— 
My tather was overjoyed to find that 
he had ſuch a ſum of money at his com- 
mand, and ſuch a fource, to which he 
might apply for more, when he ſhould 
Rand in need of it. He was as good as 
| his word, and got his diſmiſſion from 
the Marcluoneſs, pretending that Lord 
B—— had informed him, that an aunt 
. of his was dead at Naples, and that he 
as deſirous of going thither with all 
poſſible ſpeed, as he hoped to find him- 
ſelf her heir. | | 


After that time I never ſaw him 
more; and, after two or three letters, 
which he wrote me, I had not any 
diſtinct account of him. However, we 
collected pretty certainly, from many 
circumſtances, that he was drowned, in 

i another 
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another voyage he was making to Eng- 
land. 


| In the mean time Lady N was 
exhecting from me ſome ſatisfaction, 
with regard to her nephew's averſion ro 
marry the lady ſhe had deſtined for him; 
and, having received his iaſtructions 
how I was to conduct myſelf, J made 
her a viſit, and addreſſed her in the fol- 
lowing manner, —— ] have done, ma- 
dam, all that lay in my power to draw 
out the ſecret of Lord B——s heart: 
and, though he has not revealed it to 
me, I am almoſt certain he cannot marry 
the lady you propoſe for him, without 
being prejudiced and perjured. I fancy 
he has advanced farther in his con- 
nexion with ſome lady than you are 
aware of: and, therefore, I beg you 
will permit me to drop this commiſſion : 
for, if T proceed in the execution of it, 
I., perhaps, may loſe the eſteem which 
| | your 
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your nephew is pleaſed to have for me. 
T heartily wiſh, that the woman of his 
choice may be, likewiſe, agreeable to 
you : and, I aſſure you, I would frank- 
ly give up, to her, that regard, with 
which you favour me, however highly J 
Prize it, I beg, your lauyſhip may not 
be offended at my refuſal: for his cir- 
cumſtances, which are not yer known 
to us, may be ſuch as deſerve our com- 
paſſion and pardon. Permit me now to 
lay my caſe before you. Don Cirillo's 
parents could not endure to hear of his 
marrying me: for in confidence I tell 
you, my birth and poverty were ſuch, 
"that, when I was very young, I was 
obliged to dance upon the rope for my 
bread ; and afterwards to turn actreſs ; 
though my ſentiments were always ſu— 
perior to my ſtation. Don Cirillo 
married me, when I was in ſuch a 
ſituntion as, I am ſure, would have ex- 


cited your humanity : for I was reduc. 
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ed very low, and near to death : bur, 
the conſideration of becoming his wife, 
revived and reſtored me. Had you, 
madam, been the aunt, or the mother 
of my husband, could you have had the 
heart to diſapprove of his marriage, 
dictated by love, and that tenderneſs, 
which my fickneſs naturally raiſed ? Or, 
would an advantageous match, which 
you had deſigned for him, have been 
able, at that moving criſis, to ſuppreſs 
the exertion of your active benevolence? 
No, madam, I am ſuite you would not 
have been ungenerous on that occaſion : 
for your humanity is amongſt the moſt 
eminent of your virtues: and, as you 
have a ſnſible ſou), 1 dare ſay you are 
not ſuch a ftranger to the force of 
love yourſelf, as to condemn it too harſh- 
ly in others, +. 


No, certainly, replied the Mar- 
chioncis:— l ſhould nut have been an- 
| Sry 
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gry with your husband for marrying 
you, if I had been his mother: for, 
your good qualities illuſtrate your ex- 
traction, whatever it is: and, beſides, 
the ſincerity with which you give an 
account of yourſelf, endears you much 
to an ingenuous mind. Why is nat the 
Count, my nephew, as ſincere as you? 
why has he not talked to me before, at 
leaſt why does he not talk to me now in 
the following ſtrain ?—I have engaged 
to marry,—or, I have already married 
ſuch a lady—tfor ſuch and ſuch reaſons: 
then 1 ſhould trouble him no more with 


my propoſal, and I ſhould think no 


more of it. I am ſo charmed with 
franknels, that it can, at any time, diſ- 
arm my anger; though Lord B— 
needs not fear my reſentment: for he 
is not my ſon, Since ke does not deem 
me worthy of his confidence, I will tut- 
fer the affront with patience; and I 
ſhall never preis him io marry this 

young 


| 
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young lady any more. If you, my 
deareſt friend, ſhould he able ro diſco- 
ver who the lady is, to whom he is at- 
tached, or married, pray truſt the ſecret 
to me: for I ſhall love her, though 1 
know her not, and puniſh the Count 
for his diſtruſt of me, by ſhowing my- 
ſelf more worthy of his confidence than 
he was pleaſed to think me. 


Theſe words were ſo obliging, that 
that they almoſt extorted from me a 
thorough confeſſion of my ſituation. 
The circumſtances could not be -more 
favourable to a decloration : my heart 
ſwelled at the reſtraint I put upon it, 
by witholding tie truth any long er 
from ſo generous a perſon. My lips 
were impatient to ſay, I am the vo- 
man to whom he is engaged for life. 
I thought this was juſt the time for 
cloſing our comedy, which it ſeemed 
ablurd to protract, But the Count had 
| ordered 
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ordered me only to go as far as I had 
proceeded ; and I did not Care to go 
one ſtep beyond his commiſſion. He 
was for opening our marriage to his 
aunt, and making her approve of it by 
degrees; and he rightly judged, that our 
caution, and her curioſity, contributed 
beſt to the promotion of his deſign.— 
he reſerved the full diſcovery of the ſe- 
cret to himſelf : and the event ſhowed, 
that he had judged wiſely : for he chole 
the very propereſt juncture for the ſo- 
lution of the knot ; when his aunt was 
engaged unawares, on our fide, and 
could not recede, by her treatment of 
us, from her former ſentiments, without 
bringing upon herſelf the imputation of 
infincerity ;—a vice, which very highly 
offended her, whenever ſhe found it in 
others. 
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Lerd and Lady B 's real ſituation 
diſcovered to Lady P——.—Lady 
B brought to Bed of a Son; 
and by that Circumſtance, fixed in 
the Marchioneſs's Affections. 


bs 4 HE Marchioneſs was extremely 


anxious to know what Lady was 


her nephew's favourite. In order to 


bring her to our purpoſe we were de- 
termined to advance a ſtep farther, and 
to make her more afraid of our depar- 
ture than ever. One day when the 
Count had received letters from Italy, 
and read them in her preſence, he ſur- 
prized her very much by ſaying -e 
mult now reſolve to depart without de- 
lay ;—I am extremely ſorry, madam, 

| | that 
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that I muſt leave you: I am till more 
ſorry that I cannot accept of the match 
you have been ſo good as to put in my 
power: but fo I am obliged to act: I 
cannot give you a further explanation, 
As the good lady loved me very ſin- 
cerely, ſhe even ſhed tears at the 
thoughts rather of parting with me, 
than with her nephew. 


As for him, ſhe could not abftain 
from reproaching him with ingratitud-. 
Tou are not ſatisfied, ſaid ſhe, to him 
with being married, and, conſequently, 
with depriving me of yourſelf; but you 
muſt, likewife, rob me of this amia- 
ble perſon, for whom I have conceived 
- ſo warm an eſteem, and without whom 
life will be very gloomy to me. Go 
you whither your wife calls you; but 
leave this lady with me: her company 
vill make your departure leſs painful. 
If you do otherwiſe, you neither love 

your 
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your aunt, nor your friend. You do 


not love your aunt; becauſe you oc- 
caſion her ſo much grief; you love not 
you friend ; becauſe in taking her from 
me ſo abroptly, it is probable you will 


give her a good deal of pain, I mutt 
here take her part; becauſe, perhaps, 
ſhe is afraid that if ſhe ſhould argue a- 


gainſt your determination, ſhe would 
encounter your obſtinate refuſal, If you 


had a true regard for Roſara; you would 


not take her from me, for the ſake of 


a lady whom I know nothing of. 


If you have not as yet known her, 


nor ſeen her, replied the Count, I'll pre- 


ſent her to you, madam, immediately : 
for I would not have you think me ſo 
far ungrateful as to refuſe you that ſa- 


tisfaction. If you deſire to know who 


before I left Italy. I will ſhow you her 


the lady is, not whom I am going into 
Italy to marry, but whom I did marry 


very 
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very ſoon, and I tell you before hand 
that you have a great love for her, and 
that you will always continue to love 
her; unleſs you are of a changeable dif- 
poſition. Where is ſhe, replied the 
Marchioneſs; and the Count turning to 
me; here he is, anſwered he; you know 
her as well as you know myſelf, Hi- 
therto I have concealed her relation to 
me from you; becauſe her ſtation, and 
adventures made me fear that you 
would not favour us with your counte- 
nance. Now, as ſhe herſelf has given 
you her hiſtory, and ſhe is ſo dear to 
you that you cannot endure to be with- 
out her, I beg leave to preſent her to 
you, not to aſk pardon of you for our 
innocent fiction, but that ſhe may, if 
poſſible, by the title of my wife, be yet 
more firmly poſſeſſed of your affections, 
with which you have already honoured 
her on account of her own good pro- 
perties. I have now imparted my ſe- 

cret 
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| cret to you, and I am very doubtful 


whether or no I ſhould impart it to the 


reſt of the world. You are very well 


acquainted with its prejudices g. how- 
ever, to ſhow you that I have e 
in you, of which you lately doubted, 
I ſhall, in this particular, be entirely re- 
gulated by you advice. Command it 
madam, and what I have hitherto ſaid, 
ſhall be buried in ſilence. If you bluſh 
for ſuch- a-niece, I will take her from 
Paris, and no one ſhall know that ſhe 
has any affinity to you. If you have a 
mind that ſhe ſhould remain with you, 
I have ſo much reliance on your pru- 
dence that I will leave her to your care 
till I go into Sicily to ſettle my affairs 
from whence I ſhall return as ſoon as 
poſſible, and live with you. My will 
in this matter, ſhall be conducted by 
yours; and you have only to ſpeak in 
order to be exactly obeyed, 
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© I have already given ſo minute an 
account of the Marchioneſs's temper, 
that one may eaſily imagine what im- 
preſſion this diſcourſe made upon her. 
At the cloſe of our comedy, which ſhe 
ſo little expected, ſhe remained motion- 
leſs : no leſs, I believe, with joy, than 
with wonder. Recovering herſelf, at 
length, by degrees, ſhe looked ſtedfaſtly 
at me, to read my feelings in my face. 
I durſt not raiſe my eyes from the 
ground ; left I ſhould meet her's, and 
ſee my condemnation in them. I re- 
covered from my ſevere ſuſpenſe by 
raiſing my head, and finding her arms 
thrown about my neck. She ſaluted 
me with ardour, and preſſed me to her 
heart, | 


Her expreſſions were ſuitable to thoſe 
marks of tenderneſs: for they were 
as obliging as poſſible with regard to 
me, and gave very promiſing hopgs to 

ay 
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my huſband. When the firſt ſurprize, 
and endearments were over, we agreed 
that I might be owned to be the wife 
of her nephew, without any inconve- 
nience; provided we ſaid nothing of my 
life, and adventures ; which were un- 
known at Paris. It was, likewiſe, fixed 
that the Count ſhould return to Italy 
to ſettle his affairs, and that I ſhould 
remain with the Marchioneſs, that we 
might not be expoſed to the tattle of 
Palermo, where I ſhould undoubtedly: 
have found people envious of my good 
fortune, and, conſequently, malignant 
critics on my paſt conduct. This ſe- 
paration from Lord B » pierced me 
to the heart; though I had ſo much 
reaſon to be pleaſed with the conſe- 
quences of it; for I was five months 
gone with child: and I was very-much 
indiſpoſed in my pregnancy. Nothing 
leſs than my unwillingneſs to diſoblige 
a lady to whom J owed ſo much could 

have 
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have prevailed with me to part with 
a huſband, who, indeed, on his part, 
could not endure to have me out of 
his ſight for any time. But unmixed 
happineſs is not the portion of huma- 
nity ; we muſt often facrifice pleaſure 


to convenience 


The Count ſet out for Palermo, ac- 
companied by his Major-Domo; and 
Don Cirillo remained with the Mar- 
chioneſs, and me. We thought proper 
to let the world believe that he and I 
were man and wife till it ſnould be de- 
termined whether we were to ſettle in 
France, or in Italy. My huſband was 
abſent from me five months, and they 
appeared to me more than five years, 
though I had the kindneſs of the Mar- 
chioneſs, and the amuſements of Paris 
to divert me. He aſſured me in every 
letter that he would be at Paris by 
the time of my lying-in ; but he could 

nor 
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not keep his word with me: for his 


affairs detained him at Palermo longer 
than he A "HK 


From the time\ of his Aenne 1 
N in the houſe of the Marchioneſs; 
where I had every thing I could wiſh 
for. Indeed her love, and tenderneſs 
for me were ſo great, that the pleaſure 
they gave me was not unmixed with 
pain. She was ſo much grieved when- 
ever ſhe ſaw me indiſpoſed, that I was 
often obliged to concegh, my illneſs, to 
prevent her uneaſineſs. When the 
time of my delivery came ſhe was al- 
moſt diſtracted with fear for me. Lord 
B—— was far from me at this dan- 
gerous juncture; and I was afraid I 
ſhould die without ſeeing him. I was 
deep'y impreſſed: with this idea; and 
it made me fo, melancholy, that the 
Marchioneſs was afraid I was not con- 
tented with her ſervices. I was brought 

to 
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to bed, however, of a ſon more happily 
than I expected. The child, as ſoon 
as it was born, became the darling of 
the Marchioneſs; and ſhe frankly told 
me, I muſt not look upon it, as mine: 
for ſhe intended to rear it herſelf, and 
make it her heir. She ſent an expreſs 
to the Count, informing him of my 
ſafe delivery, and, at the ſame time, 
acquainting him with her intentions in 
favour of his ſon, which were undoubt- 
edly very grateful to him. The cx- 
preſs met him on the road in his way to 
Paris : but finding that he was too late 


for his purpoſe, he turned back from 


Rome to Naples to diſpatch ſome bu- 
ſineſs which he had left there unfiniſhed. 
Notwithſtanding, he returned the week 
after, and found me ſo well recovered 
that he was much ſurprize l, and over- 
joyed at it. He told me that it had 
been long known at Palermo that I 

Vor .11I, L Was 
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was alive, but not that we were mar- 
ried, though many ſuſpected it. 


He told me he had informed his 
ſiſter of. our marriage, who tent me 
by him her congratulations, and ſince- 
reſt love; he had commiſſioned her to 
divulge our marriage, and, likewiſe his 
intention of returning no more to Si- 
cily, which would always be to me of 
melancholy remembrance. 


Though I had never diſcovered to 
him my ſentiments on that particu- 


lar, he had been at the pains to think, 
to feel for me, and to gueſs them, a 
clear proof how much he conſidered, 
and loved me. That vanity which from 
from my earlieſt years had raiſed me as 
it were above myſelf, made me now 
ſhudder at the idea of my firſt calling; 
not becauſe it gave any pain to my huſ- 
band; but leſt it ſnould bring con- 

3 tempt 
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tempt upon myſelf. In Palermo 1 
muſt have deprived myſelf of pub- 
lic entertainment; leſt I ſhould hear 
it obſerved that in the houſe where [ 
was now diverting myſelf; I had for- 
merly diverted others. We ſhould not 
obtrude upon the eyes of the world any 
part of our paſt life which makes a- 
gainſt us: for, if we are modeſt our- 
ſelves, it often even praiſes us for fail- 
ings, for which it would very ſe- 
verely reproach us, it we forced them 
upon it's obſervation. To know how 
to abſtain from action for our own good 
is ſometimes as difficult as to know how 
to act with propriety : and the ſlow, 
but operative progreſs of time does 
frequently more for us than the beſt- 
concerted and moſt vigorous endeavayrs 
of ourſelves or our friends. 


1.2 CHAP 
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CHAP, RY. 


Lord and Lady B—=—5 Settlement is 
Paris: and ihe Conclufion of this 
Wirk. 


He" exquiſite, now, and compli- 

cated was my happineſs!. I was 
the wife of Lord B —; I was the mo- 
ther of a ſon; I was dear. to the Mar- 
chioneſs, and all who knew me; nor 
was any thing wanting to make me as 
happy as 1 ortals can be, but the dexte- 
rous diſcovery of a ſecret which had 
been hitherto kept concealed with the 
utmoſt care. The Marchioneſs was for 
diſcovering this part of my ſtory admidſt 
our great joy for the birth of my ſon. 
I own; the judgment of the public, at 
that time, gave me a good deal of 
anxiety, *Tis true, I had no reaſon to 
be much concerned about the world : 
it had · given me ſo much, that it could 
| | now 
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now take little from me: but, the 
world is ſtill our tyrant; and, we can 
give no reaſon for ſerving a tyrant, but 
that we are obliged to ſerve him. In 
proportion as I was loved by the Pariſi- 
ans, I was apprehenſive, that the long 
deception I had put upon them, would, 
when brought -to light, diminiſh their 
eſteem for me. I now began to wiſh 
I had laid the truth before them at firſt, 
and avoided the mortification of ac- 
quainting them with it too late, How- 
ever, the Marchioneſs gave me the high- 
eſt encouragement; and it was my buſi- 
neſs to put a chearful face upon the mat- 
ter, if, for no other reaſon, than that I 
might not offend her, by ſeeming to 
ſlight her judgment. She took the moſt 
favourable ti re to procure compaſſion 
for a woman—when I was in child-bed, 
Women are readily pitied but illneſs 
is apt to ſoften the moſt obdurate 
hearts: for, we would rather be thought 
weak than cruel, 

L 3 How 
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How Wits Br are human 1 
our prudence often teaches us to fear 
evil, when there is none, and to deſpiſe 
it when there is. No one ſeemed, in 
the leaſt, ſhocked at hearing that the 
Marchioneſs's nephew was my hul- 
band, though there were above twenty 
perſons in the room when the ſecret was 


revealed. The excuſe made for keep- 


ing the affair a ſecret was, that I had 
.not come to Paris with ſo much ſplendor 
as the Count thought due to his quali- 
ty, and to the character of a bride; who, 
it might be ſuppoſed, was conducted 
thither chiefly for ſhow, and magnifi- 
cence. This was not the true reaſon ; 
hon ever, it was a probable one, and 
paſſed without the leaſt doubt :—the 
public often conclude from words, and 


falſe appearances. 


On this news, the aſſiduities of them 
all, were doubled to me; and they pay- 
ed their court to the Marchioneſs, by 
Know- 
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knowing a perſon who was now ſo nearly 
related to her, It was well for me that 

none of them knew any thing of my 
parentage; or, if they did, that they 
diſſembled their knowledge of it, for 
fear of giving me pain. Though Paris 
was full of the new character in which 
I appeared, our acquaintance were not 
at all changed in their behaviour to me; 
or, rather, they careſſed me more than 
before, as they conſidered that my ſon 
would be one of the richeſt noblemen in 
the kingdom. The magnificent trim 
into which I was put on my recovery, 
. correſponded to the apology which we 
had made for our fiction; and ſplendor 
commanded for me the favour of the 
world, when I ſtood moſt in need of its 
voice. I am of opinion, that if it had 
been proclaimed, by found of trumpet, 
that I was once a rope-dancer, and a 
commedian, it would not have obtained 
credit. Some tranſitions in life are ſo 


. ſudden, and ſtriking, that they exceed 
human 
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human faith. All paſt remembrances 
were ſo abſorbed in the glare that ſur- 
rounded me, that they loſt not only the 
air of truth, but of probability, Thar 
circumſtance of my good fortune I very 
highly enjoyed; not ſo much on ac- 
count of the ſhame which would have 
overwhelmed me, had my mean origin 
come to light, as in conſideration of the 
pain which the Count might have felt 
on that occaſion ; and his uneaſineſs on 
my ſcore would have embittered the joy 
J had in the honour of being his wife. 


As I found myſelf ſuch a favourite, 
in a country where I was a ſtranger, it 
is eaſy to imagine, that I had no deſire 
to quit, and expoſe my ſelf ſomewhere 
elſe to tattles and affronts, which might 
have daſhed with diſcontent the ſweeteſt 
days of my life. We, therefore, deter- 
mined, at the requeſt of the Marchiontcſs, 
to return no more to Sicily, at leaſt, 
during her life time; which, according- 
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ly, we have not yet done; for it'is now 
above five years ſince I was married, 


Nothing has happened to me during 
all that time which deſerves to be tranſ- 
mitted to poſterity : and I have now got 
to the end of theſe Memoirs, in which 
] have faithfully executed what 1 pro- 
poſed at the beginning. They only 
compriſe five years of my life: for I am 
but twenty-five years old at preſent : 
and it is now five years ſince the come- 
dian was ſunk in the lady of quality. 
My readers may blame my hiſtory for 
many defects, according to the parti- 
cular fancy of each: but I cannot well 
be taxed with being partial to my fail- 
ings. If this value be allowed my work, 
J will allow critics to ſay of it whatever 
they pleaſe: for, I ſhall have gained 
my great view, which was, to tell the 
truth, and not to abuſe the credulity of 


any one, 
Though 
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Though I have employed two years 
in writing this book, I am ſenſible it is 
yet imperfect, and would have been fo, 
had I written it yet more deliberately, 
To avoid the cenſure of malignant cri- 
tics, one muſt not write at all: but, I 
flatter myſelf, they can ſay nothing of 
this work, which I did not foreſee they 
would ſay, or which I did not regard as 
it deſerves, 


How many, as ſoon as they only ſee 
my title- page, will put on a dictator's 
frown, and pronounce the whole non- 
ſenſe ! But ſuch are only preſumptuous 
fools, who decide without reading, and 
are only empty aſperſers, inſtead of 
weighty oracles. Many others will deſ- 
Piſe this book, by ranking it with ro- 
mances : as if romances, as well as other 
writings, did not demand ingenuity, and 
application. Neither ſhall theſe trouble 
me: for contempt is often the child 
of ignorance; and the unlearned vul- 
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gar often affect to deſpiſe what they 
cannot execute nay, what they cannot 
underſtand. In the laſt place, how ma- 
ny, in order to ſhow themſelves judici- 
Tious, and diſcreet, will take up theſe 
Memoirs to remark their faults minute- 
ly, and ſtep by ſtep ; not following the 
clear light of reaſon, and of art, but the 
livid, ſmouldering torch of prejudice 
and envy. Nor will I deign them an 
anſwer : for the laws of politeneſs al- 
low a woman the privilege of being al- 
ways in the right; and, therefore, de- 
corum forbids men to diſpute with 
them. When they exceed with me the 
rules of civility and good breeding, I 
am not obliged to defend my cauſe to 
them, by the rules of reaſon :—there I 
| ſhall only infiſt that I am right, with as 
little argument as they make uſe of to 
prove that I am wrong. 


I think I have now little more to 
add. I ſhall here beg leave to thank 
| the 


M EMOI R 8 of 


| hs reader for taking the trouble to pe- 


ruſe this poor work of mine, which, 
perhaps, claims more than ir deſerves, 
when it begs his indulgence. He will 
be kind enough to remember, that it is 
a woman who writes, and ſhe writes an 
account of herſelf : ſhe cannot, there- 
fore, be ſuppoſed free from natural weak- 
neſſes, to which, not only my frail mind, 
but the moſt enlightened and judicious 
intellects are daily ſubje&t, I have al- 
ways kept one great point in view, 
which entitles my work to ſome regard, 

| were it even a fable from the beginning 
to the end: I haye all along endea- 
voured to interſperſe the u/zful with the 
agreeable, and to dignify the readers a- 
muſement with ſound maxims of pru- 
dence and virtue, 


